BSC 104 Fall 2015

Dr. Philippe Georgel


BSC 104 - Introduction to Biology 
Fall 2015
Course description: Fundamentals of biology with emphasis on the unity of life, energetics, genetics, evolution, classification of organisms in the kingdom of life.  Intended for non-science majors.  Does not count toward a major in Biological Sciences.  4-credits. 3 h lecture, 2 h laboratory.
Instructor:
Dr. Philippe Georgel


Office: 
BBSC 241-P
Phone:

304-696-3965


email:
georgel@marshall.edu

Office Hours:   Open hours TR 9:15-10:15 AM  
           An appointment is required if you want to meet outside of open office hours.
Lecture: CH-105
Times: TR 8:00 – 9:15
Lab:  212 Science Building        
Times:  (101) T 12:00-1:50 

(102) T 2:00-3:50
                                                                     
(103) W 10:00-11:50
(104) M 2:00-3:50  
Texts:
   Essential Biology, 6th Edition, 2015, Campbell, Simon, Dickey, and Reece. Pearson Pub. (recommended)



 BSC 104 Laboratory Manual, 2012, Weinstein (required)
Grading:    Numeric grades will be based on a normal distribution with letter grades assigned as follows: 
A = 90 - 100%
B = 80–89% 
C = 70–79%
D = 60–69%
F = <60%

I do not offer extra credit assignments.

Exams




60 %
Class Participation Exercises

15%

Laboratory Exercises

 
25%
Lecture exams:  There will be three exams, including the “final.”  All exams will be worth 20% of the final grade.   

Material on examinations can include information from lectures, assigned readings, and laboratory exercises.  Failure to put correct lab section on an exam results in -5% on that exam.  Please notify me in advance if you know you will miss an exam (see Attendance Policy below).
Class Participation:  Class participation will have two components.  Groups of students will research and give a 10 min presentation to the class (worth 8%).  Presentation style is open and creativity is encouraged.  Topics are open, but must be related to biology.  Each group member must participate in some aspect of the research, preparation or presentation.  Within group evaluation of relative effort will contribute toward individual grades.  All other students are required to critique the presentations (7% over semester).  These critiques will be considered in presentation grades assignment.  Criticisms will involve a point ranking system and a short essay; essays are expected to be of collegiate quality.  Criticisms will be graded and presence in class that day is required for presentation critique credit. 
Lab Exercises: Your laboratory performance will contribute 25% of your total course grade. This will be determined from laboratory data analyses, lab hand-ins, written lab reports and quizzes.  All lab reports must be handed to your TA and be on time.  Late reports will not be accepted.   You must be present in lab in order to hand in any type of lab report for credit.  
Course policies and requirements:
1. By enrolling in this course, YOU AGREE TO THE UNIVERSITY POLICIES listed below. Please read the full text of each policy by going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs and clicking on “Marshall University Policies.”  Or, you can access the policies directly by going to http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802 


Academic Dishonesty/ Excused Absence Policy for Undergraduates/ Computing Services Acceptable Use/ Inclement Weather/ Dead Week/ Students with Disabilities/ Academic Forgiveness/ Academic Probation and Suspension/ Academic Rights and Responsibilities of Students/ Affirmative Action/ Sexual Harassment.
2. Attendance policy: Attendance is expected.  Students are responsible for all activities and announcements that occur during class and are responsible for any material missed.  Missed information should be obtained from classmates.  
Excused absences (see details on page 4 of the syllabus)

Policies can be reviewed. Students are expected to be on time for lectures and exams.  Arrival for an exam after the first person has handed in their exam will result in you not being allowed to take the exam. 
Unexcused absences  (see details on page 4 of the syllabus)
· Three unexcused absences will result in notification from your instructor

· A fourth absence will result in

· Automatic one letter grade deduction in the course 

· Mandatory meeting with instructor to discuss an improvement plan to make up missed information/projects at the discretion of the instructor.

· A fifth removes the possibility of an improvement plan.  Grade decrease stands.

· Subsequent unexcused absences will result in additional letter grade deductions. 

3. Computer Literacy: Course materials and course announcements are located on MUOnline (http://www.marshall.edu/muonline).  Notify me immediately if you cannot access this.
4. WITHDRAWAL:  The last date for withdrawal from a full semester individual course is 10/30/2015.  Failure to officially drop the course through the Registrar by the date will result in you receiving a grade for the course.  
5. Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated.  All written assignments, laboratories reports, quizzes, and exams are to be independent efforts of each student. (see Policy 1). Ignorance of the policies is not an excuse (see link to student handbook above).
6. Students responsiblY: 
· Students are responsible for reading the appropriate assigned material from the textbook, posted readings, and handouts.  
· Students are required to stay on task during the lecture and laboratory exercises. Students may be asked to work in groups during class time. 
· Students are required to bring paper and a writing utensil to class for in-class assignments.
· Communications from the instructor may come via your Marshall E-mail account, MUOnline and/or lecture.  It is your responsibility to check both your Marshall E-mail and MUOnline announcements periodically.
· Electronic communications to the instructor must have BSC104 in the subject line, include your full name and be written formally.

7. RECORDS:  Grades will not be given or discussed over the phone or E-mail. You must be present during class to collect graded assignments.  Students should keep all returned materials so that their relative standing in the course can be known at any time.  All grades appeals must be done formally in writing and with 10 days of the returning of the graded item to the student.  
8.  Electronic Devices: All electronic devices (laptops, handheld computers, instant messaging devices, PDAs, cell phones, pagers, data-bank watches, etc.) must be turned off during class unless they are explicitly being used for a course activity by the direction of Dr. Georgel.  Failure to comply with this policy may result in your dismissal from that lecture period and loss of attendance credit for that class.  Audio or video recording of lectures is not permitted without prior consent of Dr. Georgel.

9.  LABORATORY ASSIGNMENTS:  Lab data sheets must be handed in at the end of the lab.  Late sheets will not be accepted for credit.  All lab sheets must be handed in to your TA; neither Dr. Georgel nor other TA’s will accept the sheets or deliver them to your TA.  The written lab report must be completed to pass the lab portion of the course.  Missed lab cannot be made up after the week is over.
This syllabus is subject to modifications.
    Tentative Course Schedule



  
  BSC 104 Fall 2015 
	Dates
	Event

	8/24/15
	First day of class

	9/7/15
	Labor Day

	9/25/15
	First Test

	10/23/15
	Second Test

	12/7/15
	Final Exam (8:00am)


Suggestions and Comments: I welcome and appreciate your input for improving the course. Please, contact me (georgel@marshall.edu) with your comments and suggestions.

Note: My office is inside the research area of the BBSC (room 241-P) and access is limited for security reasons.  That does not mean that I am not in my office and cannot see you. To get access, please call my office  (304-696-3965) and I will get you in the research area. I also have to attend meetings that may interfere with my regular office hours. If that is the case, I will let you know in advance  (orally, during class, and to the best of my knowledge) when I anticipate being out of my office. You can always contact me to make an appointment at another time outside of my normal office hours.  

Policy Statement:

Students are expected to attend punctually all class meetings, laboratory sessions and field experiences and to participate in all class assignments and activities as described in the Course Syllabus. Absences are counted from the first class meeting after the student registers. Students registering late are expected to make up all missed assignments in a manner determined by the instructor. Students should be aware that excessive absences, whether excused or unexcused, may affect their ability to earn a passing grade. The instructor of each class shall establish a policy on class attendance and make-up work, and provide the policy to students in the Course Syllabus. This policy must not conflict with university policies, including this policy. Class attendance may be a criterion in determining a student's final grade in the course if the instructor provides a statement to this effect in the course syllabus.

Students must promptly consult with their instructors about all class absences. Instructors will work with students to identify appropriate documentation and discuss any missed class time, tests, or assignments). Except in the case of University Excused Absences, it is the decision of the instructor to excuse an absence or to allow for additional time to make up missed tests or assignments. A student may not be penalized for an excused absence, provided that the student, in a manner determined by the instructor, makes up the work that has been missed.

Instructors are required to honor valid University Excused Absences and to provide reasonable and equitable means for students to make up work missed as a result of those absences. Academic obligations that cannot be made up should be addressed by the course instructor in consultation with the student to ensure that continued enrollment is feasible while there is still an opportunity to drop the course within the established withdrawal period.

This policy excludes academic endeavors that require the completion of a specific number of class hours, such as clinical experiences, practical, and internships. For those courses, the department chair or program supervisor will determine the maximum number of absences. This policy does not supersede program accreditation requirements.

This policy also excludes laboratory courses that require significant preparation and monitoring. For such courses, departments will determine the minimum number of laboratories a student must complete to pass the course. If a student cannot complete this number of labs, the instructor may recommend that the student withdraw from the class.

If the instructor believes that the number of absences accrued under the terms of this policy (whether excused or unexcused) is such that a student cannot fulfill the learning experience and mastery that a course requires, the instructor may recommend that the student withdraw from the class.
University Excused Absences

These are addressed by the instructor or the Dean of Student affairs as described in each item.

Appropriate documentation is required for each absence. The Dean of Student Affairs will notify course instructors of his or her actions using the University email system.

1) University-sponsored activities. Student participation in authorized activities as an official representative of the university. Such activities include official athletic events, ROTC, student government and student organization activities, regional or national meetings or conferences when endorsed by an academic or organization faculty advisor, performances, debates, and similar activities. The Dean of Student Affairs addresses these absences.

2) Medical circumstances.

a) A student who is briefly ill or injured with fewer than three consecutive hours of class (see (b) below), and is therefore unable to attend class, should first consult with his or her course instructor about the absence. If necessary, the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Student Affairs.

b) The Dean of Student Affairs will address absences of three or more consecutive hours of class.

This includes absences of three consecutive one-hour class meetings, one three-hour class meeting, etc.

3) Death or critical illness of an immediate family member. Immediate family is defined as parents, legal guardians, siblings, children, spouse or life partner, grandparents, and grandchildren. The Dean of Student Affairs addresses these absences.

4) Other official activities.

a) Short-term military obligations. The Dean of Student Affairs addresses these absences. Students who are subject to federal military activation are covered by a separate policy. Please consult the catalog for this policy.

b) Jury duty, subpoenas for court appearance, religious holidays, and other official activities deemed by the Dean of Student Affairs to warrant an excused absence.

5) Extreme personal emergencies. Examples of such events include house fires, serious crimes, and

other grave emergencies deemed by the Dean of Student Affairs to warrant an excused absence
1

