BSC105 Introduction to Biology
Fall 2014
Dr. Gary Schultz
schultzga@marshall.edu

Office: 309 Science Hall. Phone: 304-696-7057
Office Hours:  MW  10:30–12 PM; T 10–12 PM

Course Description: 

BSC 105 Introduction to Biology: This course introduces biological principles of structure and function in plants and animals with emphasis on human physiology, evolution and ecology. It is a 4-credit course (3hr-lecture, 2hr-lab) and is intended for non-science majors. 

The lecture class will meet in CH105 Monday, Wednesday, and Friday beginning at 12:00 pm. MUonline will be used as a tool to disseminate lecture information and provide assessments.
The lab will meet in S273.
Textbooks: 


Lecture: Human Biology 13th edition, Sylvia S. Mader et al, published by McGraw-Hill.

Laboratory Guide, Susan Weinstein (available at Marshall Bookstore)
Course Objectives:
The overall objective of this course is to introduce the principles and processes of biology through an emphasis on human beings. Students will learn the development, structure, functions, and disorders of human body. Students will improve their understanding of human evolution and the relationship between humans and the environment. Students will acquire critical-thinking skills in light of the rapidly growing body of knowledge in scientific disciplines. Laboratories will present simple experiments to further strengthen those concepts learned in lecture. 
Lecture Exams:

There will be four exams. Lecture exams will consist primarily of multiple choice questions, but I reserve the right to use other types of questions if necessary. Each exam will be worth 100 points. 

If you miss an exam you must provide an acceptable university approved excuse; otherwise, you will receive a ZERO. Make-up exams may be made up immediately or during the week of Dec. 1 at my discretion.
Laboratory Reports:  

This portion (a total of 110 points) will be explained and administrated by the laboratory TAs.
Course Grading:  

Students will be evaluated as follows:


Four exams @ 100 points each            
=
400 points



Labs                                                               
=
110 points

                  




Course Total   =
510 points

Final letter grade: 90 to 100% of Course Total = A; 80 to 89.9% = B; 70 to 79.9% = C; 60 to 69.9% = D; < 60% = F.
Important Policies
Attendance.  Attendance at all scheduled lectures and exams is expected. Lectures are only given once. If you miss class, please obtain notes/information from a classmate. 
Conduct in class: Please behave respectfully during class. Behaviors such as excessive chatting with other students, note passing, texting, websurfing, etc., are disruptive to the instructor and to other students. Students habitually engaged in these activities may be asked to leave the class that day. If you need to text, e-mail, or surf the web during class, please DO NOT COME to class. These activities are potentially disruptive to other students who are trying to learn. Please turn off (silence) your cell phones, pagers, etc. No electronic devices will be needed, and none will be permitted, during exams.  The use or access of an electronic device during an exam will be considered evidence of academic dishonesty.  

Office Hours – Feel free to drop by at any time during posted office hours, however people who call ahead for an appointment will be given priority.  An appointment is required outside of posted office hours.

Blackboard - Powerpoint lectures will be made available on Blackboard. These are provided by the instructor as a courtesy to the students. The instructor reserves the right to change, delete, update or otherwise modify these files at any time. These outlines are not intended to substitute for taking your own notes in class. They are not guaranteed to be comprehensive. There may be information given during lectures that is not in the PowerPoints. These outlines are not a substitute for regular class attendance. Generally, students who rely solely on the PowerPoint notes do not do as well on the tests as students who take their own notes or use a combination of their own notes and the posted PowerPoints. ANNOUNCEMENTS will be posted on Blackboard and sent to Marshall emails. You are expected to check regularly so as not to miss any important course-related information.

Approximate Schedule and Material to be Covered – The following is an estimated class schedule of topics to be covered and accompanying textbook chapters. It is not my intention to cover every chapter in its entirety. It is recommended that students read all chapters listed as well as any other posted or referenced materials. Lectures will highlight specific sections of each chapter. Additional material not contained in the textbook may be given during lectures.  Test questions will come from these materials as well – including any movies or videos shown during class. The best strategy is to read the chapters indicated, attend lectures, and take notes.

Plagiarism Policy/Academic Dishonesty
We will not tolerate representing someone else’s work as your own.  We expect that you cite all literature used in papers and that you work independently on quizzes and tests unless directions have been issued that group work will be allowed.  A grade of ZERO will be assigned to work deemed as not your own. Furthermore, we will report the incident to the Chairman of the Department of Biological Sciences. You may be placed on academic probation, suspended or dismissed from the University following being found guilty of Academic Dishonesty. Please see the following web site for the official Marshall University statement; http://muwww-new.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/forms-policies/
Social Justice
NO one will be discriminated against on the bases of race, sex, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, social class, abilities or differing viewpoints.  Each student will be viewed as a valuable and essential part of this class.  
Students with Disabilities
Marshall University is committed to equal opportunity in education for all students, including those with physical, learning and psychological disabilities.  University policy states that it is the responsibility of students with disabilities to contact the Office of Disabled Student Services (DSS) in Prichard Hall 117, phone 304-696-2271 to provide documentation of their disability.  Following this, the DSS Coordinator will send a letter to each of the student’s instructors outlining the academic accommodation he/she will need to ensure equality in classroom experiences, outside assignment, testing and grading.  The instructor and student will meet to discuss how the accommodation(s) requested will be provided.  For more information, please visit http://www.marshall.edu/disabled or contact Disabled Student Services Office at Prichard Hall 11, phone 304-696-2271.
Learning Disabilities

Marshall University prides itself in its programs designed to aid those with documented learning disabilities. Any student participating in the HELP program will receive whatever arrangements are found necessary by the experts in the HELP program.  We will do everything in our power to structure this class to facilitate learning by each member of the class, including providing alternative presentation techniques, alternative testing procedures and any other tool which may help.  

Inclement weather

We will begin the class at the rescheduled time in the event of any delays. If the University is closed for weather related reasons, this class will be cancelled and we will adjust our schedule.  

**Official University Policies – By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed below. Please read the full text of each policy be going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs and clicking on “Marshall University Policies.”  Or, you can access the policies directly by going to http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802 

Academic Dishonesty/ Excused Absence Policy for Undergraduates/ Computing Services Acceptable Use/ Inclement Weather/ Dead Week/ Students with Disabilities/ Academic Forgiveness/ Academic Probation and Suspension/ Academic Rights and Responsibilities of Students/ Affirmative Action/ Sexual Harassment

Notes:

**You are paying very good money to be here.  YOU are responsible for your own learning and grade.  I will be here more as a guide for your study other than as an omnipotent dictator. 

**Teaching and learning is a two-way street. Your participation and feedback is absolutely needed to make this course a success and, therefore, is expected. With this regard, I expect that you will be prepared to answer and ask questions during the lecture.  If you fall asleep during the lecture, so will I.  I’m going to have fun and I hope you will too!
 **My research interests are in environmental microbiology, specifically aquatic microbial ecology.  I will use examples from my work in the classroom.
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Tentative Lecture Schedule 

	25-Aug
	M
	1
	Syllabus/Ch 1

	27-Aug
	W
	2
	Ch 1-6

	29-Aug
	F
	3
	No Class

	1-Sep
	M
	Labor Day
	No Class

	3-Sep
	W
	4
	Ch 1-6

	5-Sep
	F
	5
	Ch 1-6

	8-Sep
	M
	6
	Ch 1-6

	10-Sep
	W
	7
	Ch 1-6

	12-Sep
	F
	8
	Ch 1-6

	15-Sep
	M
	9
	Ch 1-6

	17-Sep
	W
	10
	Ch 1-6

	19-Sep
	F
	11
	Exam 1

	22-Sep
	M
	12
	Ch 7-12

	24-Sep
	W
	13
	Ch 7-12

	26-Sep
	F
	14
	Ch 7-12

	29-Sep
	M
	15
	Ch 7-12

	1-Oct
	W
	16
	Ch 7-12

	3-Oct
	F
	17
	Ch 7-12

	6-Oct
	M
	18
	Ch 7-12

	8-Oct
	W
	19
	Ch 7-12

	10-Oct
	F
	20
	Exam 2

	13-Oct
	M
	21
	Ch 13-18

	15-Oct
	W
	22
	Ch 13-18

	17-Oct
	F
	23
	Ch 13-18

	20-Oct
	M
	24
	Ch 13-18

	22-Oct
	W
	25
	Ch 13-18

	24-Oct
	F
	26
	Ch 13-18

	27-Oct
	M
	27
	Ch 13-18

	29-Oct
	W
	28
	Ch 13-18

	31-Oct
	F
	29
	Exam 3

	3-Nov
	M
	30
	Ch 19-24

	5-Nov
	W
	31
	Ch 19-24

	7-Nov
	F
	32
	Ch 19-24

	10-Nov
	M
	33
	Ch 19-24

	12-Nov
	W
	34
	Ch 19-24

	14-Nov
	F
	35
	Ch 19-24

	17-Nov
	M
	36
	Movie

	19-Nov
	W
	37
	Movie

	21-Nov
	F
	38
	No Class

	24-Nov
	M
	Fall Break
	Ch 19-24

	26-Nov
	W
	Fall Break
	Ch 19-24

	28-Nov
	F
	Fall Break
	Ch 19-24

	1-Dec
	M
	39
	Dead Week

	3-Dec
	W
	40
	Dead Week

	5-Dec
	F
	41
	Dead Week/Review

	12-Dec
	
	
	Test 4 – Ch 19-24


4

