BSC 438/580


Emerging Infectious Diseases


    Fall  2014

Instructor:
Dr. Gary Schultz 




Office: 
S309

Phone:

696-7057





email: schultzga@marshall.edu
Office Hours:
Schultz:
MW  10 – 11:30 PM; T 2-4
Classroom:
Science Bldg, room 374



Time: TR 12:30 PM – 1:45 PM

Text – Emerging Epidemics: The Menace of New Infections by Madeline Drexler
Up to date epidemiological data and case definitions will be obtained from the official web sites of the Centers for Disease Control  (www.cdc.gov) and the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (www.niaid.nih.gov).
Course Overview – Emerging Infectious Diseases (BSC 438/580) is a senior/graduate level course designed to introduce students of biology to epidemiology and the identification, control, and importance of diseases that are either newly emergent or have returned to importance within the last decade.  

	Student Learning Outcomes
	How students will practice outcome
	How achievement will be assessed

	Students will be exposed to the study of epidemiology
	In class lectures, group work, class discussions, writing assignments.
	Exams, quizzes, group projects, participation grades, presentations.

	Students will explore how emerging infectious diseases affect mankind.
	
	

	Students will learn about specific emerging and re-emerging diseases
	
	


Grading - Final grades for undergraduate students will be determined as follows:

	
	1.
	Lecture Exam (1 exam)
	=
	100 pts

	
	2.
	Various quizzes, graded assignments, group activities
	=
	             ??? pts

	
	3.
	Group Project
	=
	200 pts

	
	4.


	Participation (grading and in-class participation)
	=


	50 pts


	
	
	Total
	
	350 + pts


1. Lecture exam and quizzes will consist of multiple-choice, short answer, or essay questions based on lectures, reading material, presentations, videos, and discussions.  If we talk about it in class, it might show up on a test.    
2. Emerging Disease Group Project.   Groups of students will be formed to work on a group project.  This project will work on the student’s knowledge of the material and on their ability to think critically and to convey their thoughts to the group and to the class as a whole.  Details will be provided during the semester.  
3. Group Activities and Graded Assignments.  Students will be tasked with various small group projects during the semester.  These projects will be graded.  Other short quizzes or written assignments will also be given during the semester.  These will not be announced beforehand.  All points earned will go toward the student’s final grade.  Details to follow.
Important Policies

Grading: A = >90% of total possible number of points, B = 80 - 89% of total, C = 70 - 79% of total, D = 60 - 69% of total, F < 60% of total
University Policies.  By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed below. Please read the full text of each policy be going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs and clicking on “Forms and Policies.”  Or, you can access the policies directly by going to http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802 

Academic Dishonesty/ Excused Absence Policy for Undergraduates/ Computing Services Acceptable Use/ Inclement Weather/ Dead Week/ Students with Disabilities/ Academic Forgiveness/ Academic Probation and Suspension/ Academic Rights and Responsibilities of Students/ Affirmative Action/ Sexual Harassment
Attendance and Participation.  Attendance at all scheduled meetings and exams is expected.  Students must attend class in order to get the most out of this class.  If you must miss an exam for any reason, it is your responsibility to contact my office prior to the exam period to arrange a make-up test.  Failure to do so will result in a score of zero for that exam.  The format of make-up exams will be determined by the instructor. Written excuses for legitimate absences must be obtained in accordance with the Excused Absence Policy for Undergraduates (see above University Policies).
Students with Disabilities. The Marshall University H.E.L.P. Program is committed to providing assistance through individual tutoring, mentoring and support, as well as fair and legal access to educational opportunities for students diagnosed with Learning Disabilities (LD) and related disorders such as ADD/ADHD.  If you have, or believe you may have, a handicap or learning disability that will make it difficult for you to complete this course as structured, please contact the H.E.L.P. office in Myers Hall at 696-6252 - http://www.marshall.edu/help/ .  The H.E.L.P. program will assess your situation and provide information designed to help me meet your educational needs. 

Policy on Academic Dishonesty – Any student credibly suspected of cheating will be dropped from the course immediately.  Appeals can be filed through the BSC Chairperson’s office.  For more information on Academic Dishonesty please refer to the University policy (see above University Policies).  Appeals can be filed through the BSC Chairperson’s office. 

Responsibility.  It is time to start critically examining the information that you encounter, and incorporating it into the context of your knowledge base.  It requires effort on your part.  More importantly, it requires that you take full responsibility for your learning experience.  The amount that you get from this course will depend upon the amount of work you are willing to put into it.

“Education comes from within; you get it by struggle and effort and thought.”

Napoleon Hill

Dropping the Course – I hope every student who enrolls in BSC 438 will complete the course.  However, I know that may not always be the case.  So, be aware that October 31st is the last day to drop an individual full-semester course.  Make sure you know your standing in the class at that point so that you can make an informed decision.

Electronic Devices.  Please turn off or mute all cell phones and other electronic devices when you enter the classroom.  No electronic devices will be needed, and none will be permitted, during exams.  The use or access of an electronic device during an exam will be considered evidence of academic dishonesty.  Your instructors reserve the right to answer all cell phones that ring during class.
TENTATIVE Schedule – Emerging Infectious Diseases





     

	Mtg
	Day
	Date
	Subject

	1
	T
	26-Aug
	Epidemiology/Disease

	2
	R
	28-Aug
	Epidemiology/Disease

	3
	T
	2-Sep
	No Class

	4
	R
	4-Sep
	Lectures from assigned text

	5
	T
	9-Sep
	Lectures from assigned text

	6
	R
	11-Sep
	Lectures from assigned text

	7
	T
	16-Sep
	Lectures from assigned text

	8
	R
	18-Sep
	EXAM 1

	9
	T
	23-Sep
	Group Activities, Lectures, Discussions, Quizzes

	10
	R
	25-Sep
	Group Activities, Lectures, Discussions, Quizzes

	11
	T
	30-Sep
	Group Activities, Lectures, Discussions, Quizzes

	12
	R
	2-Oct
	Group Activities, Lectures, Discussions, Quizzes

	13
	T
	7-Oct
	Group Activities, Lectures, Discussions, Quizzes

	14
	R
	9-Oct
	Group Activities, Lectures, Discussions, Quizzes

	15
	T
	14-Oct
	Group Activities, Lectures, Discussions, Quizzes

	16
	R
	16-Oct
	Group Activities, Lectures, Discussions, Quizzes

	17
	T
	21-Oct
	Group Activities, Lectures, Discussions, Quizzes

	18
	R
	23-Oct
	Group Activities, Lectures, Discussions, Quizzes

	19
	T
	28-Oct
	Group Activities, Lectures, Discussions, Quizzes

	20
	R
	30-Oct
	Group Activities, Lectures, Discussions, Quizzes

	21
	T
	4-Nov
	Group Activities, Lectures, Discussions, Quizzes

	22
	R
	6-Nov
	Project Presentations

	23
	T
	11-Nov
	Project Presentations

	24
	R
	13-Nov
	Project Presentations

	25
	T
	18-Nov
	Contagion or Outbreak

	26
	R
	20-Nov
	Contagion or Outbreak

	
	T
	25-Nov
	Fall Break

	
	R
	27-Nov
	Fall Break

	27
	T
	2-Dec
	Discussion of movie, current events, other.

	28
	R
	4-Dec
	Make up Projects/Presentations

	29
	T
	11-Dec
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