
Chemistry 327, Intro. Organic Chemistry
Course Syllabus, Fall 2015
Catalog Course Description: Intro Organic Chemistry  
3 lec. (PR: C or better in CHM 212)
Instructor: Dr. Robert J. Morgan 
Office: 486 Science 
Phone: 696-3159 

email: morganr@marshall.edu

Hours: (S-486): MWF 11:45-12:45, TR 3-4, other times by appt (drop me an email)
Required Text: Hart, Craine, Hart and Hadad. Organic Chemistry: A short course, 12th Ed. Houghton Mifflin 

Recommended:  Molecular models

Optional: Solutions manual/Study Guide 
Objectives

a. 
To become familiar with the vocabulary of organic chemistry.

b.
To demonstrate mastery of the fundamental skills of organic chemistry, reactions, mechanisms and synthesis
c. 
To be able to use the fundamental concepts to solve problems of a routine nature, and  also those problems requiring creativity, ingenuity and critical thinking.
Attendance Policy

Students are expected to attend all classes. A large part of the learning process in this course is based on the in-class activities. If you are not here you will not have a chance to participate in those activities. There will be no makeup quizzes – if you miss a quiz it will simply be one of the four that is dropped from the calculation. If you miss a class it is your responsibility to get class notes from another student in the class.

Academic Dishonesty

During exams you may not use your own paper or other materials except your pen or pencil and a set of molecular models. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Academic dishonesty includes unauthorized use of any materials, notes, sources of information, or study aids or tools during a quiz or exam. It also includes the unauthorized assistance of any person other that the course instructor during a quiz or exam, the unauthorized viewing of another person’s work during a quiz or exam, or the unauthorized securing of all or part of any quiz or exam before submission by the instructor. The minimum penalty for academic dishonesty will be a failing grade for the course.

Electronic Devices

Cell phones, pagers, and the like must be turned off before entering the classroom. Texting during lectures is particularly annoying. Failure to comply with this can result in you being removed from the classroom, even during an exam.

Grading

Quizzes: You will receive numerous surprise quizzes at the beginning of class. Quizzes will typically cover what was presented during the previous class period. Quizzes the day after an exam will typically be the one or two most frequently missed questions from the

exam.

Exams: There will be three hour exams. All exams are comprehensive and cover everything from the first day of the course up to the class period before the exam.  Make-up exams will only be given for university excused absences as defined in the catalog.

Final Exam: The final exam will be comprehensive over entire course. Chapters not covered on any exam will be emphasized. 

Calculation of Course Average
Calculation of your quiz average: One of every 4 lowest quiz scores will be dropped from the calculation. In other words, if there are 20 quizzes the lowest 5 will be dropped. The overall average will be calculated by two methods and the higher result will be used in determining the course grade. Quizzes are worth 25% of your grade.
Computation of your final average: Your average in the course will be calculated using either of two methods; your final average will be whichever is higher. 
Method 1 



Method 2

 
Quizzes 
25%


Quizzes 
25%

Exams (2)
50% 


Exams (3)
60%

Final

25% 


Final

15%

The scale of 55% = D, 65% = C, 75%=B and 85% = A will be used. 
Philosophy
Organic chemistry 327 is a skill oriented problem solving course. You need to develop the basic skills required to solve the problems in the text and on the exams. This skill can only be acquired through practice. Simply reading the text over and over for long hours will NOT make you successful. The exams will consist of problems, similar to those in the text. In fact I guarantee that at least 10% of your exams will consist of problems taken explicitly from the text. It makes sense that you learn do the problems. In fact you should make them your primary focus. If you cannot do a problem then consult your lecture notes and then read the text. The problems do not; “come out of the blue” the means to solve them is contained in the text and lecture material. That I also guarantee. That takes the work, and that is how you “learn” organic chemistry, and not merely memorize the words in the text. Frankly I think the text is boring, a huge snore. I wouldn’t dream of reading it word for word, over and over again. If you find yourself trying to do this, for whatever reason, you are off the track, fighting a losing battle, and missing the spirit of the subject. 
Online Learning Center
I encourage you to try the online learning center.  There are practice tests, chapter summaries as well as learning aids. 

http://college.cengage.com/chemistry/organic/hart/short_course/12e/instructor_home.html
Approximate Exam and Lecture Schedule

Date

Chapter
      Topic

Aug 24, 26,28

1
Bonding and Isomerism
Aug. 31, Sept. 2,4,9,11

2
Alkanes and Cycloalkanes

Sept. 14

1-2

Exam 1
Sept. 16,18,21

3
Alkenes and Alkynes

Sept. 23, 25,28, 30

4
Aromatic Compounds
Oct 2, 5,7, 9

5
Stereoisomerism
Oct. 12

3-5

Exam 2
Oct. 14, 16,19

6
Organic Halogen Compounds… 

Oct. 21, 23, 26, 28

7
Alcohols Phenols and Thiols
Oct. 30, Nov. 2, 4, 6

8
Ethers and Epoxides
Nov. 9

6-8

Exam 3
Nov. 11,13, 16, 18

9
Aldehydes and Ketones
Nov  20, 30, Dec. 2

10
Carboxylic acids and…
Dec. 4

11
Amines and Related Nitrogen compounds
See Exam Schedule

1-11


Final Exam 

