Chemistry 211
Principles of Chemistry I
Spring 2010
Instructor: Phil Alexander


Phone: 304-638-7239

Email: alexand1@marshall.edu

Office Hours: before class or by appointment
Class Time: M, W 4:00-5:15

Room: 465
Section: 203
Text: Chemistry-The Central Science, 11th edition Brown, LeMay, Bursten, and Murphy.
Purpose of Course: To begin the general study of chemistry emphasizing the problem solving skills necessary to apply the concepts of chemistry to a variety of situations. Several basic topics will be explored this term. These topics include properties of matter, atomic structure, chemical reactions and stoichiometry, the periodic table, thermochemistry, introductory acid-base and oxidation-reduction reactions, electronic structure of atoms and quantum mechanics, bonding, molecular geometry, gas laws, and intermolecular forces.
Course content and grading: Four tests will be given composed of multiple choice and free response (including problems) questions. The lowest test score will be dropped when calculating the final grade. The remaining 3 tests will make up 60% of the final grade. The final exam will count as 20% of the grade. Quizzes will be given about once weekly and will represent 15% of the final grade. Online homework will count as 5%. Approximately 1 in 5 quizzes will be dropped. The grading scale will be no higher than A > 90%, B 80 to 89%, C 70 to 79%, D 60 to 69%, and F < 60%.

Online Homework: WebAssign will be used for online homework. To access the homework go to https://www.webassign.net and use the class key marshall 3282 4198 to enroll. You will need to purchase access at a cost of $19.95.
Regular attendance is expected. No makeup tests or quizzes will be given. Additional homework problems will be assigned for each chapter and will be discussed in class, but will not be collected for a grade. Problems similar to those on the homework will be included on the tests and quizzes. Attendance, reading, and working the homework are essential for successful completion of this course. Plan on 2 hours out of class work for each hour in class. Please seek me out if you want or need help. Should attendance problems arise contact me before you miss if at all possible. Please be on time and do not disrupt class by coming in late.

Please use a simple non-programmable calculator for exams and quizzes. Using a calculator to store information for a test is a reason for receiving a zero on that test. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.

Comments on success in this class:
1. Keep up. Do reading, problems, etc. promptly.

2. Ask for help. Ask questions in class and seek out other students and the instructor for

help. Study/homework groups are often helpful.

3. Read before class to improve understanding.

4. Do the homework. 
Approximate Schedule

Date







Chapters/ Tests
Jan 11, 13







1
Jan 20, 25







2
Jan 27, Feb 1, 3






3
Feb10







       Test 1
Feb 8, 15







4
Feb 17, 22







5
Mar 3







       Test 2

Feb 24, Mar 1, 8






6
Mar 10, 15







7
Mar 17, 29







8
Mar 31







      Test 3
Apr 5, 7, 12







9

Apr 14, 19






          10
Apr 21







     Test 4

Apr 26, 28






          11

May 1 







 Final Exam

Important Dates

 



 Jan 18 
             ML King Day
                         March 8  

Midterm Grades


 March 19

Last Day to Drop



 March 20-28              Spring Break


May 1


Final Exam
