BSC 412/512   BIOGEOGRAPHY                                             SYLLABUS - SPRING 2016                          
INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Victor Fet         email: fet@marshall.edu   PHONE: 696-3116

OFFICE: Science 206. Office hours: MWF 2-5 pm 

LECTURE: Science 207, MWF 10:00-10:50 am.      TEXT:  Lomolino et al. Biogeography. 4d ed. 2012  
Course Description: The fundamental principles and mechanisms of geography of life. 
(Prerequisites: BSC 320 or 324 with grade of C or better, or equivalent).  3 credit hours.

Desired Learner Outcomes: to learn about the geography of life on Earth. To be able to present the scientific evidence for dynamic changes in distributions of animals and plants. To understand and be able to explain documented cases and mechanisms of such changes at various levels.  

Please download and get familiar with Google Earth (http://www.google.com/earth/).  

Attendance is not mandatory but you will be expected to keep up with the assigned class readings. You are absolutely and solely responsible for any material covered or announcements made in class. If you miss a quiz or a test you can make it up only if you have university excuse. Attendance of tests is mandatory: no excuse will be given except as in Marshall policy on excused absences (see online Catalog, http://www.marshall.edu/ucomm/catalog/interim_ug0405.pdf, p. 121). 

Academic Honesty: plagiarism or cheating will not be tolerated, and will result in immediate dismissal (F grade).  Students with Disabilities: see http://www.marshall.edu/disabled or contact DSS Office, Prichard Hall 117 at 304-696-2271. 


Inclement Weather Policy: see: http://www.marshall.edu/www/policy/policy_07.html. 

Assessment & Grading: GRADING: 4 tests (including final) @ 100 pts= 400 pts; 15 quizzes@ 10 pts=150 pts; a term paper = 100 pts; total 650 pts (undergraduate). GRADUATE students write an extra paper (50 pts). Term paper guidelines will be distributed separately.  SCALE (%) 90-100  A;     81-89  B;  71-80  C;  60-70  D; < 60   F.   NO EXTRA CREDIT WILL BE GIVEN.  

	Dates
   



Text Chapters
	Topic
	CHAPTER

	Jan 11
	Introduction
	1-2 (parts)

	Jan 13, 15, 20
	The Geographic Template: Climate, Soils, Water 
	3

	                                      Monday Jan 18 – M L King Holiday

	Jan 22, 25, 27
	Distributions of Species
 
	4 

	Jan 29, Feb 1, 3
	Distributions of Communities
	5

	Feb 5, 8 
	Dispersal and Immigration
	6      

	Wednesday, February 10   Test 1  (Ch. 3-6)

	Feb 12-17  
 
	Speciation & Extinction 
	7     

	Feb 19-29
	The Changing Earth
	8      

	
	 Choose your term paper topics by Feb 29
	

	March 2-9    
	Glaciations and Pleistocene
	9      

	                                                    Friday, March 11       Test 2  (Ch. 7-9)

	March 14-18
	Geography of Diversification  

(Endemics & Provinces)
	10

	        Friday March 18 – last day to drop course!

	March 19-27: Spring Break

	First draft of term paper due March 30

	March 28, 30, April 1    
	Reconstructing the History of Lineages  
	11 

	April 4-8
	Reconstructing the History of Biotas
12
	12

	 Monday, April 11          Test 3   (Ch. 10-12)

	April 13-22
	Island Biogeography        
	13, 14

	
	             Final text of term paper due April 22
	

	April 25, 27 
	Conservation Biogeography and 

Geography of Humanity (selected issues)
	16 

	April 29, Friday
	Last day: class review
	 


FINAL TEST (comprehensive): Monday, May 2, 10:15 am-12:15 pm






