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Spring 2014                                       6 PAGES   (page number on top of page)  
MTH 140  Section 204  CRN 2249                      Instructor: Dr. Gerald E. Rubin

SH 514   T, TH   11:00 am  – 12:15 pm                 Office: SH 740 C

                                                                          Phone: (304)696-3036 (you can

                                                                           leave a message for me)

Addresses/Fax#    Marshall University           email address:  rubin@marshall.edu     

                              Dept.  of Mathematics                fax#  (304)696-4646                     

                              Huntington, WV 25755-2560

(Note:Items can be dropped off at my office (slipped under my door if I am not in)

or left for me with the Math Dept. Secretary, Stacy Good,  in SH523; if you send

an email message to me, put down MTH 140 in the subject matter slot.) 

Textbook: Applied Calculus for the Life and Social Sciences by Larson

Course Description and Prerequisites:
Coverage of limits, differential calculus, integral calculus and some applications

PR: At least 24 on Mathematics ACT, or at least 560 on Mathematics  SAT, or MTH 127 a grade of C or higher, or MTH 130 a grade of  C or higher, or

 MTH 132 or MTH 130E  or MTH 130 H  a grade of C or higher

Course Objectives:

To cover calculus and some applications. 

EMAIL :

      There may be some occasions during the semester that I will contact the class by email. I have the capability of contacting the entire class by one email message sent in mass to each class member. Such email messages would

be sent to your Marshall email address. It is thus very important for you to find out what your Marshall email address is (go to the Computer Center in the Drinko Library) and make sure it is working. Do this as soon as possible.  

Grading Scale:   A: 90 - 100;    B: 80 - 90 (excluding 90);                                         C: 70 - 80 (excluding 80);  D: 60 - 70 (excluding 70);  F: below 60

(NOTE: days mentioned throughout (unless indicated otherwise) refer to weekdays Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., Fri. from Jan. 14, 2014 to  May 8, 2014 excluding January 20,  March 17, 18, 19, 20, 21.  

Attendance:    

        I consider attendance to be extremely important, and will handle it accordingly.  Attendance will be taken and counted starting with the first class meeting on Jan. 14. 2014  and continuing throughout the term (including the day of the final exam). .I  will take attendance at least once  for each session.  In order to get credit for attendance for a session, you will have to sign each attendance sheet for a session. It is your responsibility to sign each such attendance sheet.  If you are 10 or more minutes late for a session , then you will be considered absent for that session and not be permitted to sign the attendance sheet. If you leave class too early, you might not get credit for attendance. 

NOTES

 1:  Each  regular class day will start promptly at 11:00 am. (as scheduled). If you come after that, you are LATE. This automatically creates a disturbance/distraction of the teaching/learning process, and you must refrain from such action again. Still, if you are LATE, you will be allowed to sign the first attendance sheet if you are not 10 or more minutes late.

             Also, if you leave class before class is over, you are creating a disturbance/distraction to the teaching learning process . You may not get credit for attendance and you must refrain from such activity in the future.

       More than a few occurrences of coming LATE or leaving EARLY may lead to my taking disciplinary action against you. 

 2.  A person signing someone else's name is forgery. This certainly includes anyone signing my name, such as on a drop slip in which the instructor's signature is required.  I will take very harsh action against each person involved in a forgery, including trying to get such persons not only removed from my class but also from the university. 

      At the end of the term, I will tally up for each person the number of unexcused absences of sessions and the number of excused absences of sessions (for the entire term for each of these starting with the first day of classes on Jan. 14, 2014 and ending with the day the final is given to the class).   In order to be considered for an excuse from any session (including any resulting from arriving late or leaving early), an excuse note (written by someone other than yourself who can attest to the reason you have missed the session, or arrived late or left early) will be required.  (I will not accept a phone call or an email message as the sole source for your excuse; I will still need the excuse note as well). The excuse note should include the following: the person's name (along with his/her signature on this note); your name; his/her phone number and address; his/her relationship to you (such as parent, physician,  etc.); the reason you have missed the session (or arrived late or left early); the date and time involved. It must be received by me no later than  5 days after the day you next return to class. . (For any absence on May 1  or for any consecutive absences from May 1  running back in time from then (May 1, April 29, etc.), I will need to receive the excuse note(s) from these absences no later than May 8, 2014 —unless stated otherwise by me.)   It will then be up to me to determine whether you can in fact be excused from the session(s) involved. 

       If  you have no more than 9 absences of sessions which are unexcused (as determined by me)and no more than a total of 13 absences of  sessions (the combined total of excused and unexcused absences) you will be eligible for extra credit (unless I have stated that you are not eligible for such extra credit because of behavioral problems including coming LATE or leaving EARLY too many times---see more of this under Behavioral Problems).

 . 

      The amount of extra credit will depend on your letter grade (based on your overall course average based on the exams).

            The amounts are:  A: 0 ;   B: 2;  C: 3;   D: 4;   F: 4.5

This amount will be added to your overall course average. For example, if you have missed 3 sessions (each unexcused), and missed 2 other sessions which were considered excused absences by me, you would have 3 unexcused absences of sessions and a total of 5 absences of sessions. You would then be   eligible for extra credit (assuming there were no major behavioral problems making the person ineligible for extra credit). Suppose your overall course average (based on the exams) was 66. Then, the extra credit amount would be 4.  Adding the extra credit amount  to 66, the course average would become  70   (and thus a grade of C for the course).  

(If your overall course average reaches the next higher letter grade when the extra credit is added,  your overall course average will be made the low boundary value for that letter grade).     

          On the other hand, if you have more than 15 unexcused absences of sessions, you will have something deducted from your overall course average; in particular, the amount deducted equals 1  times  

            [  (number of unexcused absences of sessions)    15 ]

Thus, for example, if you have missed 18 sessions and each is unexcused, thus resulting in 18 unexcused absences of sessions,  I will deduct  3 points from your overall course average (since 1 times (18 - 15) =  1 (3) = 3 ), and, in this scenario,  an overall course average such as 71 will drop to 68  (resulting in a grade of D for the course in this case).                 

Behavioral Problems

         This paragraph addresses behavior in class which I consider disruptive or distractive of the teaching/learning process or the running of the class in general. This includes talking with neighbors, horseplay, giggling, sleeping (or napping). rude facial expressions or gestures,  and other such displays, antics , or rude behavior directed towards students or the instructor. This also includes coming after the class begins too often or leaving early too often. This also includes the use or playing of such devices as cell phones, mobile phones, ipods, etc.;( the ringing of cell phones in class, doing talking, texting, twittering,  etc.).  Make sure that such devices are totally turned off during class time. Such behavior or activity or disturbance will first lead to a warning by me. Further such behavior or activity or disturbance may lead to my not giving the person(s) involved credit for attendance for the session(s) involved, making the student not eligible for extra credit for attendance, and also possibly deducting up to 5 points from your overall course average for each such occurrence. Also, I may report each such occurrence to the dean of your college.

NOTE: Breaking rules or policies set up by the instructor relating to exams, will likely lead to immediate action by the instructor. This action may include failing the student for the exam, failing the student for the course, having the student removed from the class and possibly from the university. 

Note :make sure all cell phones, mobile phones, ipods, etc. are off during exams.  

Exams:

        There will be at least two regular exams, with each regular exam counting the same.  Also, there will be a final exam which will be comprehensive, and will count 1 1/3 as much as each of the regular exams.   The final comprehensive exam  will be given on Thursday  May 8, 2014  from  10:15 am – 12:15  pm in room SH 514.

                It is of the  utmost importance for you to be in class for each exam. Formal announcement of the exact date of each exam will be made at least three days in advance of an exam. To be considered for an excused absence from an exam, there must be very, very extenuating circumstances and the following things must be done.  First, you (or someone in your place) must contact me no later than 24 hours after the exam(you can just leave a message on my answering system). State who you are, your phone number, why you missed the exam, and when you expect to return. Next, I will require an excuse note written by someone other than yourself who has first-hand knowledge of the reason you have missed the exam. The excuse note should include: the person's name (along with his/her signature); your name; his/her phone number and address; his/her relationship to you (such as physician, etc.); the reason you have missed the session; the date and time involved.  (I will not accept a phone call or email message as the sole reference source for the excuse; I will still need the excuse note just mentioned). Unless stated otherwise by me, I must receive the excuse note no later than 2 days after the exam Unless stated otherwise by me)..  For any health related absence, I will require a note from a physician (or a member of the physician’s staff). with some mention by him/her that you were not fit to attend class that day or not fit to take the exam that day. Excuse notes and documentation for missing an exam must go directly  to me. It will be up to me to determine whether your absence from an exam is excusable.  I will thoroughly check out each excuse note to determine its accuracy and authenticity. Any falsification detected by me with such notes and/or the circumstances involved will lead to very serious action taken by me against every person involved with such.

        Unexcused absence from a regular exam, will result in a grade of zero for the exam. If I excuse you from a regular exam,  I will decide to do one of the following:

  1. I may  give you a makeup exam for the regular exam you missed and were excused by me. This makeup exam will be scheduled by me at a time convenient for both you and me. This makeup exam will be more difficult than the regular exam given to the class. The makeup exam will be at least somewhat different in form and content compared to that exam which I have given to the class. It might even be an oral exam, in which you answer questions verbally  to me as well as writing down answers on the board. Your average  will then be computed as stated in the last page.

 2. I may decide to just give you a different final exam than that given to the class.  This final will be more difficult than the final given to the class. The makeup exam will be at least somewhat different in form and content compared to that exam which I give in class. It might even be an oral exam, in which you answer questions verbally as well as writing down answers on the board. In this scenario, the regular exams you took with the class will count as they will for the class, with the makeup final that you take counting for the missed excused exam and also the final.

           Missing the final is even more crucial. In order for me to consider the possibility of excusing you, there must be very, very extenuating circumstances, and  the following things must be done. I will need to be contacted immediately  and, unless stated otherwise by me, an excuse note should be received by me (of the type just mentioned on the last page for a missed exam) by the day that the FINAL is given to the class. Excuse notes and documentation for missing this exam must go directly to me. .   It will then be up to me to determine whether you are to be excused or not   Unexcused absence from the final will result in the grade of F for the course.

If I excuse you from the final, I will give a you makeup final  at a time that is  convenient for both you and me. This final will be more difficult than the final given to the class.  The makeup exam will be at least somewhat different in form and content compared to that exam which I give in class. It might even be an oral exam, in which you answer questions verbally as well as writing down answers on the board. 

