BSC 481/581   INTRODUCTION TO ARACHNOLOGY – Spring 2015      
(Special Topics)     
Science Building 374: MWF 12-12:50 pm. 
INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. VICTOR FET   email: fet@marshall.edu  Office: Science 206, phone: 304-696-3116.   Office hours: MWF 10-11:30 am, 2-4 pm or by appointment.
University Policies: By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed below: Academic Dishonesty/Excused Absence Policy for Undergraduates/Computing Services Acceptable Use/Inclement Weather/Dead Week/Students with Disabilities/Academic Forgiveness/Academic Probation and Suspension/Academic Rights and Responsibilities of Students/Affirmative Action/Sexual Harassment. Please read the full text of each policy at www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/.  
Course Description: 3 credit hours. Basic concepts of the structure, function, systematics, phylogeny, behavior, and ecology of the Class Arachnida. The course focuses on spiders, and especially on scorpions, the creatures that have not changed much in 400 million years.
	Course student learning outcomes
	How students will practice each outcome in this course
	How student achievement of each outcome will be assessed in this course

	Students will understand and be able to explain, with examples, major features of Class Arachnida     
	Learning activities include lecture and reading assignments, reviews, and term paper writing and presentation focused on each particular topic 
	Assessments include quiz and exam questions, homeworks and reports that evaluate mastery of each particular topic covered  



Pre-requisite(s): none; BSC 413/513 recommended; 3 credit hours.

Desired Learner Outcomes: to understand basic fundamental mechanisms of arachnid evolution, structure, function, systematics, phylogeny, behavior, and ecology. You will be expected to keep up with the assigned class readings.    

Assessment & Grading: 3 tests @ 100 pts (take-home) = 300 pts; 10 quizzes @ 10 pts=100 pts; 5 homework assignments @ 30 pts=150 pts; 10 research paper reviews (due Friday) = 150 pts; term paper = 100 pts; total 800 pts. No special graduate requirements. Guidelines on term paper writing will be distributed separately. 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
	Weeks/Dates
   



Text Chapters
	Lecture Topic

	Jan 12-16 
	Introduction

	Jan 21-23
	Class Arachnida: Structure & Function

	Jan 26-30
	Spiders: Order Araneae  

	Feb 2-6
	Mites & ticks: Order Acari  

	Feb 9-13
	Minor orders-1: (more common groups)

Harvestmen (Opiliones);  Scorpiones; Pseudoscorpiones;   Solifugae  

	Monday Feb 16    Test 1 due
	

	Feb 16-20
	Minor orders-2:  (very exotic groups)

Ricinulei, Thelyphonida, Schizomida, Amblypygi, Palpigradi   

	Feb 23-27
	Ecology and Geography of Arachnids

	March 2-6
	Spiders-1: Silk and Venom 

	March 9-13
	Spiders-2: Reproduction

	Friday March 13  Test 2 due      
	

	SPRING BREAK (Dr Fet out of town Monday 23)

	March 25-27  
	Scorpions-1: Venom, Tail and Claws

	April 1-3   

April 6-10 

April 13-17 
	Scorpions-2: Sensory Organs and Adaptations

Scorpions-3: Fossils, Biogeography, 

Speciation

	Thursday April 17 Test 3 due   
	

	April 20 - May 1        
	Term paper presentations


