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Course Syllabus
Chemistry 111: Foundations of Chemistry
(2493 – CHM 111 - 201)

Department of Chemistry, Marshall University

Spring 2012
Instructor:
Samantha G. Vickers


Phone: (304) 696 - 3371
Office: 408 Science Building

Email: farley49@marshall.edu

Office Hours: 10 AM -11 AM, MWF
Credit: 3.00 hours

          12:30 PM – 1:30 PM, T
          or by appointment
 

Course Time & Location:  
  Lectures    
11:00 – 11:50 AM MWF, Science Building 465
Prerequisites:

 Math ACT 21 or a C or better in Math 127 or 130   
Required Texts and Materials: 

Textbook – “General Chemistry as a Second language” by David Kline. ISBN: 0-471-71662-6.
Recommended Materials: Scientific Calculator
Overview: This 3 credit course will provide you with many of the basics of a first semester, college chemistry course.  Topics will include metric units, dimensional analysis, nomenclature, solution chemistry, atomic structure, stoichiometry, Lewis dot structures, gas laws, hybridization, balancing equations Additional topics will be covered if time permits. CHM 111 is intended to prepare students for CHM 211. Exactly how many chapters of the text will be covered is dependent on how much time we spend on each chapter.  On the average, we will cover one chapter every one-half to two weeks. 

Exams: There will be an exam on every chapter we have in class. The final exam will be on Tuesday, May 1st from 10:15 AM - 12:15 PM.  
Calculation of your grade: Your grade will be an average of all of your test grades.  Just add up all the test grades and divide by the number of tests and that will provide you with your current average in the class.  
Your grade is based on the following scale: 

90-100% = A
80-89.99% = B
   70-79.99% = C     69.9-60% = D Less than 60%= F

Your Responsibility: To study this subject as intensely as possible so that you can do well on the tests.  You should spend a sufficient amount of time doing homework problems and reviewing your notes so that you are convinced that you understand the material. The biggest mistake is that students think they know the material when in actuality, they DO NOT! You need to do the homework problems more than once and make sure that you can do them without looking at the answers.  My tests are very comprehensive; this means that if I taught a subject or concept in class, then it will most likely appear on a test.

Study Guides and Practice Tests: In many cases, doing the problems in the book will act as a study guide/practice test because the book is taught from a problem solving point of view; many chapters contain 50-100 problems.  These problems, in addition to the problems that I review in class, will provide you with an excellent review for test preparation.  It is important that you use these problems to prepare comprehensively for each test.  If you cannot do well on the problems in the text book, you probably will not do well on the actual test.  Many of the test questions are very similar to the problems we discussed in class, from worksheets and from text book problems.  It is in your best interest to review everything when preparing for a test.  This also means understanding the concepts in each chapter. 
Non-graded Homework: Unless I specifically mention it, you should do all of the problems in each chapter of the book.  There may be some sections in a book that I chose to not cover.  Obviously, you will not be responsible for those problems in your text book.  The homework is NOT collected.    By homework I am referring to the problems in each chapter and not specific problems at the end of the chapter.  However, I assume that you will do the homework multiple times to ensure your comprehension of the material.  The answers to the problems are at the end of the textbook.  Come see me if you are having difficulty.
Policies:

The instructor will adhere to the University Policies and Procedures described in the Marshall University General Undergraduate Catalog. The items listed below are of special significance.

Attendance: I strongly encourage you to come to class so that you can more fully understand the

material that you will read in the book. If you are absent, obtain the notes from another student or online. The last day to withdraw from a single class is Friday, March 16.
Make-up Exams: Any student involved in an official school function or an unavoidable commitment to his or her employer can arrange to take an exam in advance of the scheduled date. Otherwise, missed exams can be made up, with a valid University excuse, on May 2nd.

Electronic Device Policy:  All cell phones and pagers must be turned to vibrate during class.  The instructor reserves the right to answer any ringing cell phones during lecture, or to dismiss the offending student. Recording of lectures without the instructor’s permission is prohibited.

During examinations, all electronic devices except calculators must be inaccessible. Students MUST BRING A CALCULATOR to class for all lectures and exams. Calculators that are part of a cell phone or PDA are not acceptable during an exam or quiz.  

Policy for Students with Disabilities: Marshall University is committed to equal opportunity in education for all students, including those with physical, learning and psychological disabilities.  University policy states that it is the responsibility of students with disabilities to contact the Office of Disabled Student Services (DSS) in Prichard Hall 117, phone 304 696-2271 to provide documentation of their disability.  Following this, the DSS Coordinator will send a letter to each of the student’s instructors outlining the academic accommodation he/she will need to ensure equality in classroom experiences, outside assignment, testing and grading.  The instructor and student will meet to discuss how the accommodation(s) requested will be provided.  For more information, please visit http://www.marshall.edu/disabled or contact Disabled Student Services Office at Prichard Hall 11, phone 304-696-2271.
Additional University Policies: For additional university policies that I will adhere to please visit the link: http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802 
