Criminal Justice Research Methods
CJ 302, SECTION 202
3 CREDIT HOURS, PR CJ 200
CRIMINAL JUSTICE & CRIMINOLOGY PROGRAM

MARSHALL UNIVERSITY
SPRING SEMESTER 2017
R 4:00-6:20
SMITH HALL 416
Professor Whitney Flesher

Smith Hall 734
Phone: 304-696-3082
Fax: 304-696-3085

Email: flesher9@marshall.edu (this is the best way to get in touch with me!)

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday 11:00-1:00
(Note: There may be times when I am unavailable during my office hours, so it would be a good idea to email me before you come)


REQUIRED COURSE MATERIAL
Maxfield, M.G., & Babbie, E.R. (2016). Fourth Edition. Basics of Research Methods for Criminal Justice and Criminology. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/Cengage. 
(Note: Do not get the old editions. The chapters are different)

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Logic of social research methods, survey research, methods of evaluation, sampling, and the contrast between qualitative and quantitative criminal justice research. 
COMPUTER REQUIREMENTS
You must have access to a computer, as well as access to the internet to send and receive email messages. If you are using an email account other than your Marshall email account, you must set your Marshall email account to forward to your other account. Furthermore, a Blackboard shell will be used to a limited extent for this class. You can access Blackboard through MUOnline at http://www.marshall.edu/muonline/
CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND CRIMINOLOGY DISCIPLINE-SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES

	1. Students will identify the components, roles, and practices that are integral to the criminal justice system using specialized terminology.

	2. Students will identify, practice, and interpret key methodological concepts used in scholarly research in the field of criminal justice/criminology and describe the limitations and/or potential policy implications.

	3. Students will examine the principles of substantive, procedural, and evidentiary criminal law that regulate and guide the criminal justice system and its primary actors. 

	4. Students will explain the nature, extent, causation, and prevention of crime using theoretical foundations in criminal justice/criminology.

	5. Students will incorporate information from relevant media sources to support a written product with citations that follow the APA Publication Manual. 


LEARNING OUTCOMES MATRIX
	Course Learning Outcome
	How Each Outcome is Practiced in this Course
	How Each Outcome is Evaluated in this Course

	(1)Explain the fundamentals of social scientific inquiry, the importance of theory in the research process, and the potential policy implications of the findings.
	In-class lectures, in class activities, readings, and discussions
	Quizzes, outlines, assignments, assessment

	(2)Compare and contrast the different approaches to research design
	In-class lectures, in class activities, readings,  and discussions
	Quizzes, outlines, assignments

	(3)Apply basic statistical techniques
	In-class lectures, in class activities, readings, and discussions
	Quizzes, outlines, assignments

	(4)Articulate future roles as both producers and consumers of research
	In-class lectures, in class activities, readings, and discussions
	Quizzes, outlines, assignments

	(5)Develop methodological and critical thinking skills
	Assignments and discussions
	Quizzes, assignments


ATTENDANCE
Attendance will not be recorded. However, poor attendance will have an adverse effect on your grade as quizzes may cover concepts presented in class.

Unexcused absence 

If you miss a class for an unexcused absence (see below) you lose the points for that class session (quiz, in class assignment, etc). Any assignment due that day will be deducted ten points for each day late. 

University excused absence 

If you have a university excused absence (see below) it is your responsibility to present it at the beginning of the class session immediately following the missed class session.  Excuses presented after will not be accepted. For example, if you miss your MWF class on Monday and return Wednesday it is your responsibility to present your excuse on Wednesday at the beginning of class. 

If you know in advance that you will miss for a university excused absence, you (or your representative) must notify me BEFORE the scheduled class time. If I am not notified prior, you will earn a zero regardless of the excuse. For those students who do contact me and have a university excused absence, an alternative due date will be determined.
If you have a university excused absence on a due date it is also your responsibility to notify me in advance and your assignment is due the next class session you attend. For example, if an assignment is due and you miss on Monday in your MWF class and you return Wednesday, your assignment is due Wednesday or will be deducted ten points for each day late.

There are no make-up pop quizzes or in-class assignments with or without an excuse; however, if a university excused absence is presented and accepted, the score will be waived. It is the student’s responsibility to notify the professor in this case. Again, excuses will only be accepted when presented at the first class session back in class immediately following the absence. 

University Attendance Policy University Excused Absence

These are addressed by the instructor or the Dean of Student Affairs as described in each item. Appropriate documentation is required for each absence. The Dean of Student Affairs will notify course instructors of his or her actions using the university e-mail system.

1) University-sponsored activities. Student participation in authorized activities as an official representative of the university. Such activities include official athletic events, ROTC, student government and student organization activities, regional or national meetings or conferences when endorsed by an academic or organization faculty advisor, performances, debates, and similar activities. The Dean of Student Affairs addresses these absences.

2) Medical circumstances. 

a) A student who is briefly ill or injured with fewer than three consecutive hours of class (see (b) below), and is therefore unable to attend class, should first consult with his or her course instructor about the absence. If necessary, the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Student Affairs; 

b) The Dean of Student Affairs will address absences of three or more consecutive hours of class. This includes absences of three consecutive one-hour class meetings, one three-hour class meeting, etc.

3) Death or critical illness of an immediate family member. Immediate family is defined as parents, legal guardians, siblings, children, spouse or life partner, grandparents, and grandchildren. The Dean of Student Affairs addresses these absences.

4) Other official activities

a) Short-term military obligations. The Dean of Student Affairs addresses these absences. Students who are subject to federal military activation are covered by a separate policy. Please consult the catalog for this policy.

b) Jury duty, subpoenas for court appearance, religious holidays, and other official activities deemed by the Dean of Student Affairs to warrant an excused absence.

5) Extreme personal emergencies. 

Examples of such events include house fires, serious crimes, and other grave emergencies deemed by the Dean of Student Affairs to warrant an excused absence.
UNIVERSITY POLICIES
By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed below. Please read the full text of each policy by going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs and clicking on “Marshall University Policies”

· Academic Dishonesty

· Excused Absence Policy for Undergraduates

· Computing Services Acceptable Use

· Inclement Weather

· Dead Week

· Students with Disabilities

· Academic Forgiveness

· Academic Probation and Suspension

· Academic Rights and Responsibilities of Students

· Affirmative Action

· Sexual Harassment

CLASS CANCELLATIONS AND CHANGES
If it is necessary to cancel class, I will make all efforts to send a group email before you come to campus. However, if that is not possible, you should wait at least 15 minutes before leaving class. The syllabus, schedule, assignments, examinations, and calendar are tentative and may be subject to change. I reserve the right to change these, if necessary; however, you will be notified of any course changes.

IMPORTANT UNIVERSITY DATES
	January 9-13
	Late registration and add/drop (schedule adjustment)

	March 17
	Last Day to Drop a Full Semester Individual Course

	April 28
	Last Class Day and Last Day to Completely Withdrawal for Fall


“REAL” IN-CLASS GUIDELINES
1. Respect: Sensitive topics may be discussed in this course. I expect that all students treat one another with the utmost respect at all times. Disrespectful behavior and/or language will not be tolerated. 
2. Engage: Do not sleep, text message, read outside materials, or wear headphones during class.  Also, please turn your cell phones off or on vibrate/silent.  If you must take an emergency phone call, please leave the classroom. Engage in discussions with your peers!
3. Attend: Come to class on time, remain for the entire class period, and refrain from engaging in any activities that may be distracting to others.  Do not come late to class and/or leave early (unless you have made prior arrangements with me).  
4. Listen: Recording devices of any kind are strictly prohibited unless prior permission is obtained from me.
Violation of any of these guidelines will result in being dismissed from the class.
GRADING SCALE
Criteria




Weight



Scale

Assignments




 50%




90-100 A

Outlines




 10%




80-89 B

Quizzes & In Class Assignments

 10%




70-79 C

Assessments




 30%




60-69 D










           <60 F
GRADING CRITERIA

(1) Assignments (50%)

Assigned at my discretion. Your name must be on your assignment to be graded. Must be typed, 12 pt font, Times New Roman, 1-inch margins, single spaced or one point will be deducted for each stylistic error.
(2) Outlines (10%) 

Outlines are due for each chapter covered in the book on the first day discussion begins on that chapter per the syllabus. For example, MB1 outline is due Feb 2. You must bring two copies to class: one to turn in and one to take notes on. You may choose your formatting for your notes copy.  My copy must be typed, single-spaced, Times New Roman, 12-pt font, one inch margins, and proofread or one point will be deducted for each stylistic error. Your name must be on your outline to be graded. Each outline must include one item in addition to the outline itself. You must explain why you do not understand three concepts from the chapter.  It is not enough to state “I do not understand what a survey is”. You must describe what it is that you do not understand. For example, perhaps you do not understand how systematic sampling is different from stratified sampling or when you would use a certain methodology over another.
(3) Quizzes and In Class Assignments (10%)
Pop-quizzes and in class assignments will be assigned at my discretion and cannot be made-up if you miss class (see above). Your name must be on your paper to be graded.
(4) Assessments (30%)
A research methods pretest will be administered on the second day of class. The post test will be administered during the final exam time. The post test grade will take the place of the pretest grade at the end of the term, regardless of whether your score increases or decreases. 

Reading assignments can be found on the tentative course schedule at the end of this syllabus. They are meant to reinforce the class lectures and discussions, and it is expected that they will be completed prior to class. In-class quizzes on the material will be given, so you are responsible for everything that is assigned. 

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE
January

12

CLASS INTRODUCTIONS
19

PRETEST
26

SCHOLARLY ACTIVITY
February

2

MB1
9

MB2
16

MB3
23

MB4



March

2

MB5
9

MB6
16

MB7
23

SPRING BREAK
30

MB8
April

6

MB9
13

MB10
20

MB11
27

POST TEST REVIEW
May

4

POST TEST

**Extra Credit**

You have the opportunity to earn two extra credit points added to your final grade per Criminal Justice extracurricular activity/event. Your activity/event must be approved by me in advance (e.g. crime prevention seminar/workshop, shadow a CJ professional for a day, “walk in her shoes”). Upon approval and attendance, you must fill out the following form to apply for your two extra credit points. 

CJ 302 Extracurricular Activities Write-Up Form
Name:_____________________________________________________ 

Title of Event:____________________________________________________________ 

Date of Event:__________________ Time: __________ Place: ____________________ 

Please answer the following questions in at least one typed, single-spaced page. This is due on BB within 24 hours of event.
1. What did you learn? 

2. How did this event relate to class readings and discussions? 

3. Please critique the event. How could it have been improved? Were there any ideas presented that conflicted with what you have learned?
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