Criminal Justice Research Methods
CJ 302, SECTION 202
3 CREDIT HOURS, PR CJ 200
CRIMINAL JUSTICE & CRIMINOLOGY PROGRAM

MARSHALL UNIVERSITY
SPRING SEMESTER 2015
T 4:00-6:20
SMITH HALL 418
Professor Whitney Flesher

Smith Hall 739E

Phone: 304-696-3082
Fax: 304-696-3085

Email: flesher9@marshall.edu (this is the best way to get in touch with me!)

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 8:00-10:00
(Note: There may be times when I am unavailable during my office hours, so it would be a good idea to email me before you come)


REQUIRED COURSE MATERIAL
Maxfield, M.G., & Babbie, E.R. (2012). Third Edition. Basics of Research Methods for Criminal Justice and Criminology. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/Cengage. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Logic of social research methods, survey research, methods of evaluation, sampling, and the contrast between qualitative and quantitative criminal justice research. 
COMPUTER REQUIREMENTS
You must have access to a computer, as well as access to the internet to send and receive email messages. If you are using an email account other than your Marshall email account, you must set your Marshall email account to forward to your other account. Furthermore, a Blackboard shell will be used to a limited extent for this class. You can access Blackboard through MUOnline at http://www.marshall.edu/muonline/
IST DEPARTMENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
1.   Students will demonstrate proficiency in the utilization of contemporary technologies to solve real-world problems.

 

2.   In the development of a research project, students will scientifically analyze data, evaluate and incorporate relevant research, and describe potential implications.

 

3.   Students will effectively communicate in relating findings and recommendations resulting from course projects.

 
CRIMINAL JUSTIC AND CRIMINOOGY DISCIPLINE-SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES

Differentiate Among Criminal Justice System Components, Roles, and Practices

1. Students will define and properly use specialized terms to describe, explain, and differentiate the components, roles, and practices of the criminal justice system.
Apply Theory in Criminal Justice and Criminology

2.   Students will describe, explain, and differentiate major theories and theorists in criminal justice and criminology, and use one or more of these theories to explain a selected behavior (e.g., crime), event (e.g. victimization), or policy response (e.g., law).

LEARNING OUTCOMES MATRIX
	Course Learning Outcome
	How Each Outcome is Practiced in this Course
	How Each Outcome is Evaluated in this Course

	(1)Explain the fundamentals of social scientific inquiry, the importance of theory in the research process, and the potential policy implications of the findings.
	In-class lectures, in class activities, readings, and discussions
	Quizzes, assignments, and exams

	(2)Compare and contrast the different approaches to research design
	In-class lectures, in class activities, readings, and discussions
	Quizzes, assignments, and exams

	(3)Apply basic statistical techniques
	In-class lectures, in class activities, readings, and discussions
	Quizzes, assignments, and exams

	(4)Articulate future roles as both producers and consumers of research
	In-class lectures, in class activities, readings, and discussions
	Quizzes, assignments, and exams

	(5)Develop methodological and critical thinking skills
	Research exercises
	Research proposals


ATTENDANCE
Attendance will not be recorded. However, poor attendance will have an adverse effect on your grade as exams and quizzes will cover concepts presented in class but not the course materials. 

If you miss an exam with no legitimate documented excuse (i.e., university sponsored activities, personal illness or family death, or major religious holiday), you will earn a zero for that test and not given a make-up test. If you are ill or know in advance that you will miss an exam for a legitimate excuse, you (or your representative) must notify me BEFORE the scheduled exam time. If I am not notified before the exam, you will earn a zero regardless of the excuse. For those students who do contact me and have a legitimate excuse, an alternative time to take the exam will be determined. The format of the make-up exam will be left to my discretion. In addition, students who are late on exam day will not be permitted to take the exam if another student(s) has already completed the exam and has left the classroom. You will NOT be able to take the exam or take a make-up exam in this case. 

There are no make-up pop quizzes or in-class assignments with or without an excuse; however, if a valid documented excuse is presented and accepted, the score will be waived. It is the student’s responsibility to notify the professor in this case. No excuses will be accepted after the class period immediately following the class that was missed. 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES
By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed below. Please read the full text of each policy by going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs and clicking on “Marshall University Policies”

· Academic Dishonesty

· Excused Absence Policy for Undergraduates

· Computing Services Acceptable Use

· Inclement Weather

· Dead Week

· Students with Disabilities

· Academic Forgiveness

· Academic Probation and Suspension

· Academic Rights and Responsibilities of Students

· Affirmative Action

· Sexual Harassment

CLASS CANCELLATIONS AND CHANGES
If it is necessary to cancel class, I will make all efforts to send a group email before you come to campus. However, if that is not possible, you should wait at least 15 minutes before leaving class. The syllabus, schedule, assignments, examinations, and calendar are tentative and may be subject to change. I reserve the right to change these, if necessary; however, you will be notified of any course changes.

IMPORTANT UNIVERSITY DATES
	January 12-16
	Late registration and add/drop (schedule adjustment)

	January 20
	Withdrawal “W” Period begins



	March 27
	Last Day to Drop a Full Semester Individual Course

	March 30-May 1
	Complete Withdrawals Only



	May 1
	Last Class Day and Last Day to Completely Withdrawal for Fall


“REAL” IN-CLASS GUIDELINES
1. Respect: Sensitive topics may be discussed in this course. I expect that all students treat one another with the utmost respect at all times. Disrespectful behavior and/or language will not be tolerated. 
2. Engage: Do not sleep, text message, read outside materials, or wear headphones during class.  Also, please turn your cell phones off or on vibrate/silent.  If you must take an emergency phone call, please leave the classroom. Engage in discussions with your peers!
3. Attend: Come to class on time, remain for the entire class period, and refrain from engaging in any activities that may be distracting to others.  Do not come late to class and/or leave early (unless you have made prior arrangements with me).  
4. Listen: Recording devices of any kind are strictly prohibited unless prior permission is obtained from me.
Violation of any of these guidelines will result in being dismissed from class.

GRADING SCALE

Criteria




Weight



Scale

Exam 1




  20%



      90-100% A

Exam 2




  20%



      80-89% B

Final Exam




  20%              


      70-79% C                        

Research Proposals & Presentation

  30%                                             60-69% D

Quizzes & In-Class Assignments   
              10%



      Below 60%  F                                           




 


 




                  









 100%
GRADING CRITERIA

(1) Exams (60%)

There are three exams in this class- two mid-course exams and a noncumulative final exam.  Exams will cover material presented in class and in the assigned readings. Each exam is worth 20% of the final course grade.
(2) Research Proposals and Presentation (30%)

Concepts reviewed in this course will be applied on three research proposals throughout the course.  Proposals must be submitted in essay format, double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12-pt font, one inch margins, and proofread. These proposals build on each other, thus all changes and additions on Proposal 2 and Proposal 3 must be bolded or they will not be graded. Each student will make one presentation for either Proposal #1, #2, or #3, chosen at random. This presentation cannot be made up without a valid university excuse, in which case the student will make up the presentation at my discretion.
(3) Quizzes and In-Class Assignments (10%)
Pop-quizzes and in-class assignments will be assigned at my discretion and cannot be made-up if you miss class.
Reading assignments can be found on the tentative course schedule at the end of this syllabus. They are meant to reinforce the class lectures and discussions, and it is expected that they will be completed prior to class. In-class quizzes on the material will be given, so you are responsible for everything that is assigned. Along with the readings, there are corresponding online interactive activities in CourseMate for each chapter. Although these activities will not be graded, they will enhance the lectures and your overall learning of the class material.

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE
January
13 
Course Introduction; Chapter 1
20
Chapter 2
27
Chapter 3
February

3
Chapter 4

10
Research Proposal #1 Due; Presentations; Chapters 1-4 Exam Review 
17
Chapters 1-4 Exam
24
Chapter 5
March

3
Chapter 6
10
Chapter 7 & 8
17
NO CLASS-SPRING BREAK

24
Research Proposal #2 Due; Presentations; Chapters 5-8 Exam Review

31
Chapters 5-8 Exam
April

7
Chapter 9
14
Chapter 10
21
Chapter 11
28
Research Proposal #3 Due; Presentations; Chapters 9-11 Final Exam Review
May

5
Final Exam 4:00

**Extra Credit**

You have the opportunity to earn two extra credit points added to your final grade per Criminal Justice extracurricular activity/event. Your activity/event must be approved by me in advance (e.g. crime prevention seminar/workshop, “walk in her shoes”). Upon approval and attendance, you must fill out the following form to apply for your two extra credit points. 

CJ 200-102 Extracurricular Activities Write-Up Form
Name:_____________________________________________________ 

Title of Event:____________________________________________________________ 

Date of Event:__________________ Time: __________ Place: ____________________ 

Please answer the following questions in at least one typed, single-spaced page. 

1. What did you learn? 

2. How did this event relate to class readings and discussions? 

3. Please critique the event. How could it have been improved? Were there any ideas presented that conflicted with what you have learned? 

PAGE  
4

