BSC 662 - Graduate Seminar II
Spring 2014

Dr. Jeff Kovatch
Dr. Paul Constantino

Office: S-116 
Office:
S-202


Phone: 696-3829 
Phone:
696-6692
email: kovatch@marshall.edu
email: paulconstantino@gmail.com

Office Hours: T 12:30-4:30pm
Office Hours: TR 11am – 12pm & 2–3 pm

Classroom: S-374




Class Time:  MW 4:00 - 4:50 PM

Textbook:
 Resources will be provided via MUOnline or e-mail.

Required Text- Hen’s teeth and horses toes: further reflections in natural history, Stephan J. Gould, 1983 Norton Publishing, New York. ISBN 3093017168.
Course Overview – Graduate Seminar II is a one-credit, graduate level course in which students gain experience in scientific communication. For this course, this communication will take several forms including discussions about biology theory, writing about biology research, and presenting scientific information to a live audience. The first half of the semester will consist of weekly discussions about selected topics related to biological theory (Mondays), as well as discussions about how to best present scientific information (Wednesdays). The second half of the semester will consist of student poster presentations of either the students’ own research projects (for M.S. students) or a focused research area chosen by the student in consultation with the class instructors and the student’s committee (for M.A. students). Course grades are based on participation in weekly discussions, writing scientific abstracts (for the poster), the quality of the poster presentation (including quality of both the poster itself as well as the presentation of that poster), participation in the evaluation of others’ posters, and attendance at class meetings. 

Course Requirements – Course grades will be based on performance in the following areas:

	1
	Discussion Participation
	30
	points

	2
	Poster Abstract
	10
	points

	3
	Poster Presentation
	40 
	points

	4
	Presentation Participation & Peer Review
	10
	points

	5
	Attendance
	10 
	points

	
	Total
	100
	points


1. Discussion Participation. During the first part of the semester (i.e., prior to the poster presentations) each Monday will be devoted to discussion topics in biological theory. This semester, we have selected Stephen J Gould’s Hen’s Teeth and Horse’s Toes as the text from which these discussions will be derived.  Students will be given short reading assignments from this text and will be expected to come to class ready to discuss the weekly topics. The instructors will NOT lecture on these topics. We will simply introduce the topic and allow you to guide the conversation. The diversity of research interests among the student population in this class should provide varying perspectives on each topic. Note that participation in these discussions accounts for 30% of your grade. 
2. Seminar Abstracts.  Seminar Abstracts must be prepared by all M.A. and M.S. students. The title of the abstract should be concise and accurately reflect the content of the abstract. The body of the abstract should accurately summarize the content of the presentation. Abstracts should include an opening statement that indicates the importance of the research, and a brief summary of methods, results and conclusions. The body of the abstract (excluding the title) should not exceed 300 words.  Draft abstracts are due on January 23, 2014.  Final abstracts are due for all students on January 30, 2012.  Failure to complete the abstract assignments on time will result in the deduction of 5 points from the student’s course point total.
3. Poster Presentations.  Each student will give a poster presentation to the class.  Presentation topics will depend upon whether the presenter is an M.A. or M.S. student and on how long he or she has been enrolled in the BSC program.  Printing of the posters is not necessary, but is certainly allowed at the student’s expense. Non-printed posters will be projected and the student will present the poster as they would at a conference.  Posters will be scored based on the grading rubric included below. The following brief descriptions should be used as guidelines for preparing these presentations.
a. M.A. Poster Presentations. Each M.A. student will present one poster during the course of the semester. The presentations should be approximately 5-10 minutes in length (plus 10-15 minutes for discussion/questions).  The student is required to present a synthesis of two to three recent (within last five years) research articles from high-impact, peer-reviewed journals directly related to his or her area of interest. The subjects of the articles should be sufficiently related to allow the student to synthesize the findings into a clear and well-supported description of recent research. The topic should be chosen via discussion with the student’s M.A. committee and course instructors. Critical elements here are: Objective of the seminar that draws the papers together in a single topic; appropriate background information; discussion of methods and experimental design; presentation of results; and discussion and overall conclusions that tie the results back to the overall objective. 
b. M.S. Poster Presentations. Each M.S. student will present one poster during the course of the semester. The presentation must be approximately 5-10 minutes in length (plus 10-15 minutes for discussion/questions), and must reflect the student’s thesis progress. The content of the seminar is to be determined by the student in consultation with the student's committee and course instructors. M.S. students should present their own research. Students who are not graduating in the current semester must present their research progress. Those who expect to graduate should present a final summary of their research project. All students should describe the methods used to collect and analyze his or her data and the data collected and analyzed to date. Each student should also discuss how the preliminary data address a specific research question or hypothesis. The student should discuss how his or her data and analyses compare with the findings of previous studies. Critical elements here are: discussion of methods and experimental design; data gathered to date; bearing of data on study hypotheses and relation to earlier work.
4. Participation.  Each student is expected to not only attend seminar, but to participate in class discussions, asking questions during student poster presentations, and providing constructive written feedback to presenters.  Students will be assigned 2-3 dates (depending on the number of students registered for BSC662) on which they will be requested to provide written feedback for the presenters.  The dates will be assigned and posted with the final presentation schedule. No questions asked during seminars will result in  “0” point assigned in this category.

5. Attendance.  Attendance at all scheduled class meetings is required.  If you must miss a meeting for any reason, it is your responsibility to contact one of the instructors prior to the meeting.  Each unexcused absence may result in a loss of 2 points from the final grade.  For the definition of excused absences, and information on obtaining an official excuse, see the Marshall University policy on attendance below. 

Important Policies
Letter Grades for BSC 662 will be based upon the total number of points gained for the assignments listed under Course Requirements.  Point totals from 90 to 100 will be assigned a letter grade of “A”.  Point totals from 80 to 89 will be assigned a letter grade of “B”.  Point totals from 70 to 79 will be assigned a letter grade of “C”.  Point totals from 55 to 69 will be assigned a letter grade of “D”.  Any point total under 55 will be assigned a letter grade of “F”.  Fractional points of 0.5 or higher will be rounded to the next higher integer.  Fractional points of 0.4 or lower will be rounded to the next lower integer.

Policy on Academic Dishonesty – Any student suspected of cheating will be dropped from the course immediately.  Appeals can be filed through the BSC Chairperson’s office.  For more information about academic dishonesty, see the Marshall University policy on academic dishonesty below. For complete information regarding university policies see the following link: http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802
Responsibility.  This is a graduate level class.  At this point in your education you should no longer be “tape recorders” that are capable of taking up information and repeating it back verbatim.  You should also strive to be more than “computers” that are capable of recovering the proper information only if someone taps on the correct keys.  It is time to start critically examining the information that you encounter, and incorporating it into the context of your knowledge base.  It requires effort on your part.  More importantly, it requires that you take full responsibility for your learning experience.  The amount that you get out of this course will depend upon the amount of work you are willing to put into it.

“Teaching is not filling a bucket,

it’s lighting a fire.”

John Keats, 1795-1821.

Electronic Devices.  Please turn off all cell phones, pagers, and other electronic devices when you enter the classroom. 

Office Hours – Feel free to drop by at any time during posted office hours, however people who call ahead for an appointment will be given priority.  An appointment is required if you want to come by outside of posted office hours.
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