[image: image1.wmf]CJ 604: Advanced Theory in Criminal Justice

Sec. 201
Dr. Kimberly DeTardo-Bora

Office: 736 Smith Hall 

Office Phone: 304/696-3084 
Fax: 304/696-3085 

Email:  detardobora@marshall.edu 

Web Page: www.marshall.edu/criminal-justice/detardobora.htm
Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 11:00-1:00 & 2:30-3:30 (or by appointment)
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Course is designed to provide the student already familiar with the basic concepts of criminological theory the opportunity to examine in depth a selected set of theories. 

· Prerequisites: CJ 504, its equivalent, or permission from instructor  

· CJ 604 convenes on Wednesdays from 4:00-6:20 pm in SH 418 and will be taught as a blended course. A blended course is where 50% of the content is delivered in the classroom and 50% of the content is delivered online. This course will include interactive, web-based activities, a student-centered learning approach, and frequent feedback loops to enhance learning. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE & CRIMINOLOGY PROGRAM

Upon completion of the Master of Science degree in criminal justice, and in part emphasized and reinforced through this course, graduate students will be able to: 

Exhibit specialized knowledge in the criminal justice and criminology field by 

1. demonstrating advanced knowledge of the terms, laws, theories, processes, research methods, statistics, and key principles and (met by objectives a, b, and c)
2. analyzing and critiquing concepts, theoretical perspectives, empirical findings, and trends. (met by objectives b and c)

Demonstrate oral, written, and analytic abilities by 

3. evaluating contemporary criminal justice issues using analytical reasoning, problem solving, and effective communication skills; (met by objectives a, b, c, d, and f) 
4. preparing and delivering a presentation using effective oral communication skills that contains sustained, coherent arguments or explanations; and/or (met by objective e)
5. interpreting descriptive and inferential statistical data. (met by objectives b and c)
Integrate and apply advanced knowledge of the criminal justice and criminology field by:

6. designing and producing an applied, investigative, paper or project with real-world implications that draws on scientific literacy, theoretical criminology, and research methods

7. supporting the paper or project with appropriate information from the scholarly literature and using citations in APA format; and (met by objective f) 
8. assessing and articulating the relevant public policy implications of that project. (met by objective d)
COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES MATRIX

	Course Objectives  
	How Practiced in this Course
	How Assessed in this Course

	a. Students will interpret and assess criminological theories from the primary source in which they were written.
	Assigned readings, in-class and online discussions, presentations; mid-term practice test
	Critical analyses, mid-term practice test, research paper

	b. Students will examine the empirical evidence which may support or deny criminological theories.
	Critical analyses, in-class and online discussions, research paper
	Part II of the critical analyses, discussion questions, research paper 

	c. Students will critically analyze and evaluate the strength of different theoretical points of view.
	Assigned readings, in- class and online  discussions
	Critical  analyses, Research paper 

	d. Students will select and evaluate the related policy implications from a criminological theory or set of theories.
	In- class and online  discussions, Part II of the critical analyses
	Policy analysis 

	e. Students will compose and deliver a professional presentation.
	In-class discussions
	Presentation 

	f. Students will produce a theoretical research paper using scholarly sources and proper APA citations.
	Part II and Part III of the critical analyses 
	Research paper



REQUIRED TEXTS
American Psychological Association [APA] (2010). Publication manual of the American 


Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC.
Cullen, F. T., & Agnew, R. (2011). Criminological theory: Past to present (4th ed.). New York: 


Oxford University Press.


Jacoby, J. E. (2012). (Ed.). Classics of criminology (4th ed.). Long Grove, IL: Waveland Press.  

*Additional readings are available on Blackboard. 

COMPUTER REQUIREMENTS
Students must have a computer or access to one, as well as access to the Internet to send and receive email messages.  If you are using an email account other than your Marshall email account, (i.e., hotmail, yahoo, aol, etc.) you must set your Marshall email account to forward to your other account. Also, students are responsible for knowing the University Computing Services’ Acceptable Use Policy.
In addition, because this is a blended course, students will be required to have access to Blackboard in order to complete the necessary discussions and assignments. Make certain that you use a computer that is compatible for completing any online course requirements (I recommend an Internet connection that is fast and secure).

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND DETERMINATION OF GRADES

To evaluate your progress in reaching the aforementioned course objectives, you will be assessed in the following ways:

Course Requirements:





Determination of Grades:

Assignments (20%)





The grading scale is as follows:

Final Exam (25%)





100%-90% = A

69%-60% = D

Active Participation, Facilitation, & Attendance (10%)
89%-80% = B

Below 60% = F

Presentation (20%)





79%-70% = C


Research Paper (25%)

ASSIGNMENTS (15%)
A. Critical Analyses (due in class for select weeks)
A total of 6 theoretical critical analyses will be completed (1 submitted on the days that we meet in class; presenters are exempt from doing this on presentation day). These typed assignments will be comprised of a series of questions and analytical statements that will be used for our class discussion. More specifically, class discussion will follow each presentation(s). The discussion will be comprised of dissecting the meaning behind each theory, understanding key concepts and causal relationships, as well as how the theory has been measured and/or tested. Policy implications for each theory and perspective will be discussed as well. If time allows, the discussion will include how the theories can be applied to a crime or criminological issue. The directions for the critical analyses are provided on page 11 of this syllabus. The critical analyses will be graded on a credit/no credit basis. 
B. Online Assignments & Discussions (due that week, online by midnight)
During the online class sessions, a variety of assignments will be given. You may be asked to locate a popular culture example of a criminological theory and to explain it in an online forum, or to complete a quiz or engage in an online discussion based on the paradigm that is covered that week. Directions for each of these weeks are provided on Blackboard (see Tasks and Assignments in each module).
FINAL EXAM (25%)
Around mid-semester, students will complete an online practice test without penalty (it will not be factored into the course grade). Feedback on the practice test will allow students to better assess their comprehension of theory and prepare for the final exam. Please note that the practice test is to be completed independently, that is, without assistance or in tandem with another student, associate, etc. In addition, use of the course text books, study guides, notes, or any other aid to take an online assessment is prohibited. Cheating at the graduate level is unacceptable behavior and will not be tolerated. In addition, there will a graded, final exam, which will be taken in class. The exams will be comprised of essay questions and comprehensive questions. 


Exam Schedule:

Mid-Term Practice Test: March 26 (Online)
Final Exam: May 7 (In-class)

 Exam & Make-up Exam Policy:

Examinations must be taken during the periods designated in the syllabus. If a student arrives late for an exam, the student can complete the exam but only in the original time frame specified in class. However, if a student arrives after another student has completed the exam, the student who was late will not be allowed to take the examination, because the exam has been compromised.  In other words, the student cannot take the exam or make up the exam; the student will receive a grade of zero for the examination.  Deviations from this policy can be made if the student makes provisions with the instructor before the test date. 
It is the student’s responsibility to notify me if he/she is unable to take an examination.  Students must contact me prior to the administration of the exam. (If I am not contacted prior to the exam or if you do not show up to take the exam, you will receive a failing grade for the exam.) For those students who do contact me and have a legitimate excuse (includes family emergencies/illness or pre-approved university sponsored activities), an alternative time to take the exam will be determined.  The format of the make-up exam will be left to my discretion. 

ACTIVE PARTICIPATION, FACILITATION, & ATTENDANCE (15%)
At the graduate level, students are expected to participate in class discussions on a regular basis, as it is at best, one of the most valuable avenues for learning in the classroom. Thus, students are expected to make a significant contribution by asking pertinent questions, making insightful observations, and sharing information. In order to participate, you must be present in class. It would be wise to come prepared to class with questions from the readings and to develop additional questions from the presentation(s).  

Moreover, each time we meet, a student will be designated to facilitate the class discussion. As a facilitator it would be wise to come prepared to class with questions from the selected readings (presentation topic), to develop additional questions from the presentation, and to develop questions based on the focus topic of that class (see course outline). As a facilitator you will need to guide the discussion by soliciting opinions about the subject. Facilitators will be graded on keeping the group discussion focused, maintaining neutrality, listening skills, encouraging discussion, summarizing key ideas, and asking substantive questions.

On a different but related note, I understand that there are circumstances that may arise throughout the semester that prevent a student from attending class. Verified excused absences include those resulting from death or illness of a family member, pre-approved university sponsored activity, or religious holiday (see MU Graduate Catalog). In the case of an unexcused absence in which an assignment is due, you will be expected to get that material to me somehow on the assigned date. Otherwise, 5 points will be deducted from the assignment for each day it is not submitted. Active class participation, facilitation, and attendance will account for 15% of your final grade.

PRESENTATION (20%)
Each student will complete a 40 minute presentation on a theoretical perspective of his/her choice. More details will be provided. 
RESEARCH PAPER (25%)
Students will write a 15 page paper (introduction through conclusion) about a theory of his/her choice and how that theory has been researched, measured, tested, and the empirical results as a whole. A minimum of 10 sources are required. The paper must be typed, double-spaced and written using the APA publication manual (6th ed.). The first part of the paper should describe the theory under review and the second half of the paper should be devoted to how the theory has been empirically tested as well as the empirical results. It would be wise to include charts or diagrams to organize this information. Details for the paper are available on Blackboard.
ADDITIONAL POLICIES

University Policies:

By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies: Academic Dishonesty/ Excused Absence Policy for Undergraduates/ Computing Services Acceptable Use/ Inclement Weather/ Dead Week/ Students with Disabilities/ Academic Forgiveness/ Academic Probation and Suspension/ Academic Rights and Responsibilities of Students/ Affirmative Action/ Sexual Harassment. 

Please read the full text of each policy by going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs and clicking on “Marshall University Policies.”  Or, you can access the policies directly by going to http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802.

Academic Dishonesty:

Academic Dishonesty includes cheating, fabrication and falsification of data or information, plagiarism, bribes/favors/threats, and complicity (i.e., helping or attempting someone commit an act of dishonesty). If a student violates this policy, discretion will be used by the instructor; the possible sanction to be applied will be a failing grade for the assignment, exam, or paper. For those of you who need a reminder about the policy, please refer to the MU Graduate Catalog. 
Deadlines and Penalties for Online Assignments, Discussions, and Exams:
You must adhere to the dates listed for completion of exams, discussions, and assignments. Once a due date has expired, the item will no longer be accessible and you will receive a zero for that particular item. While there is some flexibility in completing some of the online activities, it is imperative that you complete everything by the due date. Most of the discussions, exams, and assignments will become UNAVAILABLE after midnight on the due date. While you can take an assessment before the due date (as soon as it is made available), please make sure you are thoroughly prepared to complete it successfully, as you only have one attempt. At the same time, do not wait until the last available minute on the due date to complete an assignment or exam because you never know when a technological glitch can occur (which I cannot be responsible for). You should plan to complete all activities at least one day prior to the scheduled due date to be on the safe side. This way, if there is a technical problem, you can contact me and I can try to remedy the situation. If you contact me on the day an activity is due, I cannot do anything about it!

Emails and Teacher-Student Correspondence:
If you have any questions about the course material, exams, or assignments you may email me, visit me during my office hours or schedule an appointment. Under most circumstances, I will get back to you within 24 hours (normally between the hours of 8:30 AM and 4:30 PM EST Monday through Friday). However, there may be times when my response is delayed during weekends or when I am out of town at an academic conference.
Feedback Loop:

Because some of the course material will be administered online, I will respond to any submitted materials that require me to do so within 24 hours after it was due. Please keep in mind that lengthier documents (i.e., papers) may not be returned to you as quickly. Nonetheless, as part of the feedback loop, many online assignments will provide you with an immediate response so that you can assess and gauge how well you are acquiring the course material. 

Inclement Weather Policy:  

Students can find information concerning Marshall’s policy regarding inclement weather on the university website and in the MU Undergraduate Catalog. Please note that a two-hour delay means that classes that begin at 10:00 a.m. begin on time. Classes that begin at 9:30 a.m. meet at 10:00 a.m. and continue for the remaining period of that class. Please use your best judgment regarding the road conditions and notify me of your driving situation.
IMPORTANT: In the event that a face-to-face class is canceled due to inclement weather, we will meet in class that following week even if we were scheduled for an “online” blended session. In other words, the online session will be postponed in order to allow us to make up any missed class presentations.

Incompletes:
An “Incomplete” grade can only be assigned for students that have completed three-quarters of the course, and who cannot complete the course for a reason that accords with the university excused absence policy. Additional information about this policy can be found in the Graduate Catalog. 
Plagiarism:

Turnitin.com is used in this course in order to assess and identify plagiarism in each student’s paper. For students (major or non-majors; undergraduates and graduates) who plagiarize a paper that is less than 10 pages in length, a letter grade of zero will be issued for that assignment. When a student plagiarizes a major research paper, report, legal paper, etc., that is 10 pages or more in length, a failing grade will be issued to the student for the course. It should be noted that students are entitled to an appeals process. 

Classroom Civility:

1. All students are expected to be in class on time (including exam days).
2. All pagers, cell phones, or other electronic devices must be turned off before you enter the classroom. Please no text messaging or tweeting during class or during exams.

3. All individual conversations are not permitted.
4. Any questions that pertain to the syllabus, assignments, or grades should be asked before or after the lecture/discussion begins. Questions asked during the lecture must be relevant to the topic being discussed. 
5. Respect different opinions and keep an open mind. 

6. All students are expected to abide by the academic integrity policy-this means no cheating or plagiarizing!

7. Students are expected to speak one at a time. Do not be disruptive.

8. Working on other materials during class time is considered disruptive not only to the instructor but to other classmates as well.

9. Do not use class time to catch up on your ZZZZZ’s.

10. Support your fellow classmates and reward each other with positive remarks/comments.

The DeTardo-Bora Policy:

As students have a code of conduct to follow, I believe the instructor should follow one      as well. Throughout this course, I will make an effort to see that the following responsibilities are carried out (these responsibilities were adapted from McKeachie, 1999).


1. I will encourage the free pursuit of learning.

2. I will demonstrate respect for students.

3. I will respect confidentiality.

4. I will model the best scholarly and ethical standards.

5. I will foster honest academic conduct and ensure fair evaluation.

6. I will avoid exploitation, harassment, or discrimination.
Tentative Course Outline: CJ 604 Spring 2014
	Week
	Date
	Topic/Assigned Readings
	Source

	1
	1/15
	Introduction to the course
	C&A Introduction 

	
	
	Theory Overview & Evaluation Criteria
	pp. 1-17

	
	
	
	

	2
	1/22
	ONLINE-The Classical School and Rational Choice Theories
	

	
	
	Beccaria, Stafford & Warr, Cornish & Clarke, Cohen & Felson, & Clarke
	C&A Part I pp. 21-28, Part X, & Part XI pp. 406-436

	
	
	An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation-Bentham
	Jacoby pp. 147-150

	
	
	Modeling Offenders’ Decisions: A Framework for Research and Policy-Clarke and Cornish
	Jacoby pp. 151-160

	
	
	Online Assignments/Discussion
	

	
	
	
	

	3
	1/29
	The Positive School & Individual Trait Theories
	

	
	
	*Lombroso, Ellis & Walsh, *Rowe, Caspi et al., *Lahey et al.
	C&A Part I pp. 29-31 & Part II 

	
	
	Criminal Man- Lombroso-Ferrero
	Jacoby pp. 183-198

	
	
	The Jukes: A Study in Crime, Pauperism, & Heredity-Dugdale
	Jacoby pp. 199-206

	
	
	Feeble-Mindedness-Goddard
	Available Online

	
	
	The American Criminal-Hooten
	Jacoby pp. 207-218

	
	
	Criminality in Adoptees-*Hutchings & Mednick
	Jacoby pp. 219-225

	
	
	Crime and Human Nature-Wilson & Hernstein
	Jacoby pp. 226-234

	
	
	Student Presentation & *Critical Analysis Due
	

	
	
	Facilitation focus: Nature vs. nurture, mental illness
	

	
	
	
	

	4
	2/5
	ONLINE-Social Ecology & The Chicago School
	

	
	
	Shaw & McKay, Sampson & Wilson, Sampson et al.
	C&A Part III

	
	
	Environmental Criminology-Brantingham & Brantingham
	Jacoby pp. 54-63

	
	
	Broken Windows: The Police and Neighborhood Safety-Wilson & Kelling
	Jacoby pp. 544-551

	
	
	Online Assignments/Discussion
	

	
	
	
	

	5
	2/12
	Social Learning Theories
	

	
	
	*Sutherland & Cressey, & *Akers
	C&A Part IV pp.118-142

	
	
	The Professional Thief-Sutherland
	Jacoby pp. 9-12

	
	
	White-Collar Criminality-Sutherland
	Jacoby pp. 13-18

	
	
	A Differential Association-Reinforcement Theory of Criminal Behavior-*Burgess & Akers
	Jacoby pp. 302-309

	
	2/12 
	Social Learning Theories (continued from previous page) 
	

	
	
	Student Presentation & *Critical Analysis Due
	

	
	
	Facilitation focus: Learning criminal behavior
	

	
	
	
	

	6
	2/19
	ONLINE-Subculture Theories
	

	
	
	Anderson, Cloward & Ohlin
	C&A Part IV pp. 143-154

	
	
	What is a Gang?-Thrasher
	Jacoby pp. 4-8

	
	
	Cutlure Conflict & Crime-Sellin
	Jacoby pp. 262-266

	
	
	The Content of the Delinquent Subculture-Cohen
	Jacoby pp. 275-280

	
	
	Lower Class Culture as a Generating Milieu of Gang Del.-Miller
	Jacoby pp. 281-294

	
	
	Delinquency & Opportunity-Cloward & Ohlin
	Jacoby pp. 310-314

	
	
	The Thesis of a Subculture of Violence-Wolfgang and Ferracuti
	Available Online

	
	
	Online Assignments/Discussion
	

	
	
	
	

	7
	2/26
	Anomie & Strain Theories
	

	
	
	*Merton, *Rosenfeld & Messner, *Agnew
	C&A Part V pp. 155-172, 178-197

	
	
	Suicide-Durkheim
	Jacoby pp. 235-240

	
	
	The Normal and the Pathological-Durkheim
	Jacoby pp. 161-165

	
	
	Durkheim did not say “normlessness”-Puffer
	Available Online

	
	
	Student Presentation & *Critical Analysis Due
	

	
	
	Facilitation focus: Testing Agnew’s general strain theory
	

	
	
	
	

	8
	3/5
	ONLINE-Research Paper 
	

	
	
	
	

	9
	3/12
	Control Theories
	

	
	
	*Sykes & Matza, *Hirschi, *Gottfredson & Hirschi
	C&A Part VI      

	
	
	A General Theory of Crime-Gottfredson & Hirschi
	Jacoby pp. 339-348

	
	
	Containment Theory-Reckless
	Available Online

	
	
	Student Presentation, Discussion, & *Critical Analysis Due
	

	
	
	Facilitation focus: Testing the general theory of crime
	

	
	
	
	

	10
	3/19
	Spring Break
	

	
	
	
	

	11
	3/26
	ONLINE-Mid-Term Practice Test & start Policy Analysis
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	12
	4/2
	The Labeling Perspective
	

	
	
	*Lemert, *Braithwaite, Sherman
	C&A Part VII

	
	
	The Dramatization of Evil-Tannenbaum
	Jacoby pp. 349-350

	
	
	Outsiders-*Becker
	Jacoby pp. 354-361

	
	
	Student Presentation & Policy Analysis Due
	

	
	
	Discussion focus: Policy debate and analysis
	

	
	
	
	

	13
	4/9
	ONLINE-Critical Criminology
	

	
	
	Bonger, Currie, Colvin, Quinney
	C&A Part VIII

	
	
	Class Conflict & Law-Marx
	Jacoby pp. 166-172

	
	
	Online Assignments & Discussion
	

	
	
	
	

	14
	4/16
	The Feminist Perspective 
	

	
	
	*Adler, Chesney-Lind, Heimer & DeCoster, *Messerschmidt, *Steffensmeir & Allan
	C&A Part IX

	
	
	The Etiology of Female Crime: A Review of the Literature-*Klein
	Jacoby pp. 367-377

	
	
	Girls’ Crime & Woman’s Place-Chesney Lind
	Jacoby pp. 378-388

	
	
	Women’s Pathways to Felony Court-Daly
	Jacoby 389-400

	
	
	Student Presentation & *Critical Analysis Due
	

	
	
	Discussion focus: gender role socialization 
	

	
	
	
	

	15
	4/23
	ONLINE-Developmental Theories
	

	
	
	Glueck & Glueck, Moffitt, Laub & Sampson, & Giaordano et al.
	C&A Part XII

	
	
	Online Assignments/Discussion
	

	
	
	
	

	16
	4/30
	Integrated Theories & Summary & Review
	C&A Part XIV

	
	
	*Thornberry, Tittle, *Cullen, & Agnew
	

	
	
	Student Presentation & *Critical Analysis Due
	

	
	
	Facilitation focus: To integrate or not integrate?
	

	
	
	
	

	
	5/7  
	Comprehensive Final Exam (4:00 pm)
	


Notes: 

~C&A denotes readings from Cullen and Agnew

~Some of the readings from Cullen and Agnew may overlap with the Jacoby readings.
~The asterisk next to an author signals that a critical analysis is to be completed.
Understanding Theoretical Perspectives: Critical Analyses
Directions: Using the exact same subheadings and sections described below, type the answers on a separate page, single-spaced (at least a minimum of 1 full page, singled space per theory). Be sure to staple the assignment or use a paper clip, if necessary. At the top of the page, include your name, the date, and the name of the theoretical perspective. The assignment is due on the assigned day when we discuss that perspective at the end of our class discussion. A total of 60 points credit will be given for complete assignments.

Only the readings that have an *asterisk next to them in the course outline need to be analyzed. Read and be prepared to discuss the others. Keep in mind the “facilitation focus” as shown in the course schedule when completing the analyses. 
Part I: Key Concepts

1. List the key concepts (and definitions) for each major theory in this unit. 

2. What is each author saying about human nature?   What is the each author saying about the law, if applicable? What causes crime or criminal behavior?

3. What are the limitations or drawbacks to these theories?

Part II. Measurement and Empirical Evidence

Locate ONE research article that has measured and/or tested a theory in this unit. That is, only one research article needs to be submitted. Attach the article to this sheet and a one paragraph summary of the research and findings. Be sure to include the reference citation on the summary using the APA publication guide.

Part III. Policy Implications

Develop a list of policy implications for each theory and the perspective as a whole.  

___________________________________________________________________________________

Grading Rubric (60 points total)
Lists key concepts (and definitions) and causes for each major theory 

0 or 10 pts
Lists limitations/drawbacks to the theories





0 or 10 pts

Submits ONE research article that has measured and/or tested a theory

0 or 10 pts
Provides one paragraph summary (half a page, single-spaced) of the research 

     and findings








0 or 10 pts
Provides correct reference citation using the APA publication guide

0 or 10 pts
Lists policy implications for the theory/perspective




0 or 10 pts
�
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