         IST 482/582 Special Topics  – Tropical Ecology: SOUTH AFRICAN ECOLOGY AND CULTURE

                                                Syllabus and Course Information
INSTRUCTOR:  Thomas G. Jones, Ph.D.

OFFICE:  115 Morrow       Phone: (304) 389-5882     E-mail: jonest@marshall.edu

OFFICE HOURS:  Tues. 8:00-9:15 2:30 - 4, Wed.  1-5 if scheduled, Thurs 8:30-9:15; 2:30 - 4; and by appointment.
CLASS TIME:  5-9 pm Tuesday nights and scheduled field trip.   CREDIT HOURS:  4

TEXTS:  

The Safari Companion: A guide to watching African Mammals including hoofed mammals, carnivores and primates.  R.D. Estes, K. S. Fuller, and D. Otte. 1999
ISBN 0-7974-1159-3
Wildlife of South Africa: A photographic guide.  D. Butchart. 

A History of South Africa, 4th ED.  L Thompson and L. Berat.  

What’s Gone Wrong?: South Africa on the brink of failed statehood.  Alex Boraine.  

LAB FEE:  @$5,000 (all inclusive except for personal items, meals during airport travel, 

                                       medications, passport fee, ).

    *** All notices regarding this class will be sent out to your campus e-mail address. 

           Thus, you are required to check your campus e-mail for class updates regularly. ***

        *** All students must have instructor permission to enroll in this course****

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

A.  The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the South African biota (plants and 

      animals) and their relationships with the environment.  Through readings, lectures, and experience, 

      South African animals and their ecology will be covered in addition to ethnobotany, culture, 

      history, and economics of South Africa.

      1.  There are three main components to the course: 

           a. Lecture - which is based upon experiences of the course instructor, guest speakers, and 

               reading assignments;

           b. Laboratory - which will center around a 20 day field experience in South Africa in which 

               students will plan, execute and write up a research project;

           c. Discussions - based upon readings in current African literature.

      2.  Goals and Objectives

a. Provide a cross cultural and interdisciplinary experience through which students will gain

    insight into the cultural and biological diversity of a part of the world which is very different 

b. Provide “hands-on” experience in study of local ecosystems & the challenges facing them.

c. Through interactions with local residents and students at SAWC, Provide students the 

    opportunity to confront cultural norms, living conditions, and world views that are not only 

    outside of the norm for them, but quite likely, outside of their comfort zone. 

 d. Provide an opportunity through which students can experience one of the most spectacular 

                 ecosystems on Earth

CLASS ATTENDANCE:
A.  The spring South Africa trip is mandatory.  

B.  It is expected that students will attend all class periods.  Class attendance is necessary for optimum 

     performance in this class and roll will be taken at each class meeting.  DO NOT be late.
C.  In this course, the instructors will require active participation of each student during each class 

      meeting.  By missing class, you will not be able to participate in class discussions and the class will 

      not benefit from your ideas and comments.

D.  If you have to miss a class for any reason, please let me know about it, if possible, in advance of 

      the day you will be absent.  In this way, you will know what material you will miss and can return 

      to class prepared to continue. 

E.  All students on performance scholarships will have their absences reported to the proper coach, 

      ensemble director, etc.  It is each student's individual responsibility to contact the instructor directly 

      regarding absences. (i.e. do not rely on mass e-mails sent by some offices to instructors).

F.  Disruptive behavior in class (extraneous talking, entering and leaving class, etc.) will result in 1

     warning with the second offense resulting in removal from class, permanently.

EVALUATION PROCEDURES:
A. Your grade will be based on: 

      1.  4 identification exams covering the most common birds, fish, reptiles/amphibians, and 

           mammals/insects.

      2.  1 exam covering history and culture of South Africa.

      3.  1 Powerpoint presentation on one of the above subjects.

      4.  Conduct while on the South Africa field trip. 

      5.  South Africa research project and write up.

      6.  Personal journal kept while on the South Africa field trip (minimum 2 pages a day). 

B.  If you are going to miss a lecture test, you must notify me by e-mail or phone BEFORE the scheduled time of the test explaining the reason for missing the test.   If you are going to miss a test due to a school sponsored activity, you must inform me (in the same initial notification e-mail) of the day and time you will be returning to campus.  If you miss a test for illness or other reasons, you must notify me by e-mail when you return to campus.   If the reason for missing the test is valid (as determined solely by the instructor), you must take the make-up test on Wednesday or Friday at noon in the Division Secretary Office following your return to campus (whichever is soonest).  For example, if you return to campus at 2pm on a Tuesday, you must take the test at noon on Wednesday.  Your make-up lecture test may be a different format than the original lecture test.  Make-up tests may NOT be taken before the original test is given.  If  I am not contacted before the scheduled time of the lecture test, you will not be able to take a make-up test.  In addition, any attempt to misrepresent the day you return to campus will disqualify you from taking a make-up test.  Failure to follow this procedure will result in a zero for the missed test

C.  There are NO EXTRA CREDIT assignments given.

D.  ACADEMIC HONESTY:

Jacksonville University students are expected to adhere to the highest standard of academic honesty. Academic misconduct is defined as follows:
Any form of cheating, including concealed notes during exams, copying or allowing others to copy from an exam, students substituting for one another in exams, submission of another person’s work for evaluation, preparing work for another person’s submission, unauthorized collaboration on an assignment, submission of the same or substantially similar work for two courses without the permission of the professors. Plagiarism is a form of Academic Misconduct that involves taking either direct quotes or slightly altered, paraphrased material from a source without proper citations and thereby failing to credit the original author. Cutting and pasting fromany source including the Internet, as well as purchasing papers, are forms of plagiarism.
Academic dishonesty will result in failing the course and possible expulsion from the College.

E.  Grades will be assigned using the traditional scale:  A = 90-100%, B = 80-89%, C = 70-79%, 

      D = 60-69%,   F = below 60%. 

                                  
Bird exam:


50 pts




Reptile/Amphibian exam:   
50 pts




Fish exam:                               25 pts





                               


Mammal/Insect exam:

50 pts




History and Culture exam:    
50 pts




Powerpoint presentation:
75 pts




Africa research project            100 pts




Class conduct


200 pts




Africa  Journal /

100 pts

                                        Reflection Paper       _____________







Total:   700 pts 

OTHER:
A.  There are no REQUIRED medications to travel to South Africa according to the U.S. Center for 

      disease control.  However, they do recommend malaria medication, typhoid, and Hepatitis A and B     

      vaccines.  However, we will be traveling in the dry winter and risk is low. These vaccines will need 

      to be started in January and can be obtained from the local County Health Department office, 

      typically, for a fraction of the price that you will pay at your family doctor’s office.  

TENTATIVE  COURSE  OUTLINE  SPRING 2015 (lecture component): 

Week 1 – paperwork processing/ International Travel Orientation

Week 2 – Introduction to South African History/Culture

Week 3 – South African government and its transition to Democracy/ Economy

Week 4 – Exam I 

Week 5 – Birds of the region

Week 6 – Reptiles and Amphibians of the region

Week 7 – Mammals of the Region

Week 8 – General Ecology of the Kruger National Park region of the Mpumalanga 

Week 9 – General Ecology of South Africa

Week 10 – Introduction to Kruger National Park 

Week 11 – Conservation Practices  

Week 12 – SWAC

Week 13 – International Travel Do’s and Don’ts

TENTATIVE  COURSE  OUTLINE  SPRING 2015 (Field Trip): 

Day 01 – Jacksonville/Huntington to Johannesburg 

Day 02 - Arrive Johannesburg transfer to SAWC via bus

Day 03 - Arrival at Southern African Wildlife College, Welcoming Dinner at Bush Pub with
               Traditional Entertainment

Day 04 - Bush Walk in Big 5 Area (Packed Breakfast in Bush), Welcoming and Introduction to
               SAWC, Khamai Reptile Park, Kapama Cheetah Project

Day 05 - Blyde River Canyon, Lectures on Water Catchment and the Recreational Use of
               Natural Water Systems, Boat Trip on Blyde Dam, Night Drive (in open safari 
               vehicles)

Day 06 - Depart for Shingwedzi, Satara Camps (Kruger National Park), Students discuss
               projects

Day 07 - Roan Antelope – Enclosure, Game viewing, Lecture on Feline Tuberculosis, Sunset 
               Drive (Kruger National Park Safari Vehicle)

Day 08 - Letaba Camp (Kruger National Park),  Elephant Museum at Letaba Camp, Masorini 
              Archaeological Site, Student Project work

Day 09 - Morning Game Drive (open safari vehicles), Lectures on Alien Biota, Lectures on
               Elephant Social Structure and community/wildlife conflicts
Day 10 - Depart for Skukuza Camp – Kruger National Park, Game Capture Boma’s and talk on
               Game Capture Practices, Lecture on Wildlife Management ( a scientific perspective), 
               Student Project work.

Day 11 - Visit Welverdiend Rural Community, Lunch at Community (Prepared by Women’s
               Empowerment Group), Manyeleti Private Reserve (talk on eco-tourism)

Day 12 - Talk on Anti-Poaching strategies and causes of poaching, Veterinary research (role 
               and importance in wildlife management)

Day 13 – Student Project work

Day 14 – Transfer to Pretoria via bus Afternoon city tour of Pretoria-overnight stay in Pretoria

Day 15 – 19 Kruger Park/Mozambique excursion – TBA

Day 20 - Johannesburg to Jacksonvile/Huntington 

