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Spring 2014
Monday 6:30-9:00, Smith Hall 416

Criminal Justice & Criminology Program
Marshall University

Cassie Hefner 
Smith Hall 423 – Criminal Justice Library
Phone: n/a
Email: jeffers19@marshall.edu
Office Hours: Monday 6:00-6:30 in the CJ Library 
(Note: There may be times when I am preparing materials for class, so it would be a good idea to email me beforehand and confirm an appointment, so I can be prepared to meet you. Also, the CJ Library is not my office, but is a good place where we can meet. I will not be on campus during the day as I have a full time job elsewhere.)

REQUIRED COURSE MATERIAL
Neubauer, David W. and Fradella, Henry F. America’s Courts and the Criminal Justice System, 11th Edition (2014) ISBN # 9781285061948
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course addresses the evolution of current functioning of the American criminal court system. Students are exposed to court administration, court procedures, and the state and federal court system. 
CREDIT HOURS & PREREQUISITES


3 credits; none
COMPUTER REQUIREMENTS 

A student must have a computer or access to one, as well as access to the internet to send and receive email messages. If you are using an email account other than your Marshall email account, you must set your Marshall email account to forward to your other account.  
COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES
Course Objectives: Our main goal is to understand the concept U.S. Courts and the role courts play within the criminal justice system. At the completion of this course, students will be able to:
· Understand relationship between the court system and the CJS. 
· Discuss the history of U.S. Courts including knowledge of the Bill of Rights and the evolution of civil and criminal law. 
· Identify the similarities and differences in state and federal courts along with the courts’ strengths and weaknesses. In addition, students will be able to identify the difference in trial and appellate courts. 
· Explain the role of the prosecution, defense, judge, victim(s), witness(es) and defendant(s) within the judicial system. 
· Understand the use of discretion in criminal cases as well as ethics within the legal system. 
· Discuss the law enforcement impact on the judicial system. 

· Understand sentencing philosophies.
· Explain sentencing disparities and discrimination within the system. 
Learning Outcomes Matrix:
	Course Learning Outcome
	How Each Outcome is Practiced in this Course
	How Each Outcome is Evaluated in this Course

	Students will define/identify terms in CJS relating to the courts. 

	In-class lectures, group activities, and discussions 


	Quizzes, assignments, and exams


	Students will discuss and cite examples major court cases that have impacted the history of the court system.

	In-class lectures, group activities, and discussions 


	Quizzes, assignments, and exams



	Students will explain the different types of courts within the United States and the impact. 

	In-class lectures, group activities, and discussions 


	Quizzes, assignments, and exams



	Students will interpret and report on the strengths and weaknesses of the U.S. Court System.

	In-class lectures, group activities, and discussions 


	Quizzes, assignments, and exams




COURSE REQUIREMENTS
· There will be three regular examinations and a final exam. All exams will consist of multiple choice, true/false, matching, short answer, essay or any combination of the above.  The final exam is partly comprehensive. The dates for these exams are as follows:
Exam 1 - Monday, February 3
Exam 2 - Monday, March 10
Exam 3 - Monday, April 14 
Exam 4 - (Final Exam) - Monday, May 5
· There will be pop quizzes and assignments throughout the semester.  
PAPER GUIDELINES

There are no major papers for this course. However, brief assignments will be assigned, as needed, to strengthen the understanding of concepts covered in class. 
READING ASSIGNMENTS
Reading assignments can be found on the course schedule at the end of this syllabus. They are meant to reinforce the class lectures and discussions, and it is expected that they will be completed prior to class. In-class quizzes on the material will be given, so you are responsible for everything that is assigned- no excuses! 
ATTENDANCE POLICY
Poor attendance will have an adverse effect on your class participation because you can’t participate if you’re not here!  Participation points will not be given to any student with an unexcused absence. Points will be earned each class meeting though group discussions and in class activities. Unexcused absences are those that do not fall into the list of excused categories identified in the university catalog: (1) university sponsored activities; (2) absences as a result of personal illness or a death in the family; and (3) absences resulting from major religious holidays. For a more detailed explanation of these categories, please see the undergraduate catalog under the heading of “Class Attendance.” All excused absences must be presented to me with proper documentation. No excuses will be accepted after the class period immediately following the class that was missed. 

If you miss an exam with no legitimate documented excuse, a zero will be given for that test with no make-up test.  If you are ill or know in advance that you will miss an exam for a legitimate excuse, you (or your representative) must notify me BEFORE the scheduled exam time (if I am not notified before the exam, you will be given a zero regardless of the excuse).  For those students who do contact me and have a legitimate excuse (as defined in the preceding paragraph), an alternative time to take the exam will be determined.  The format of the make-up exams will be left to my discretion. In addition, students who are late on exam day will not be permitted to take the exam if another student(s) has already completed the exam and has left the classroom; the exam in this case has been compromised. In other words, you will NOT be able to take the exam or take a make-up exam.
There are no make-ups for pop quizzes or in-class activities with or without an excuse; however, if a valid documented excuse is presented, the score will be waived, but it is the student’s responsibility to notify me regarding a missed quiz (i.e., “I will not hunt you down”). Also, as stated previously, no excuses will be accepted after the class period immediately following the class that was missed.
GRADING CRITERIA 
	Criteria
	Weight
	Scale

	Exam 1
	15 %
	90-100% = A

	Exam 2
	15 %
	80-89% = B

	Exam 3
	15 %
	70-79% = C

	Exam 4 (Final Exam)
	20 %
	60-69% = D

	Quizzes & Assignments
	20 %
	Below 60% = F

	Attendance/Class Participation
	15 %
	

	TOTAL 
	100%
	


Classroom Etiquette 
1. All cell phones must be turned off and put away (out of view) at the commencement of class, with the exception of emergency service personnel. Cell phones are disruptive not only to me, but your fellow students, so please be courteous. You will receive only one warning if your cell phone goes off in class and you may be asked to leave if you continue to disrupt class. 
2. You may NOT eat during class. This means food of any kind (chips, sandwiches, candy, etc.). However, drinks are permitted (non-alcoholic of course). 
3. You should not be working on anything not related to this class once class commences. 
4. Please come to class on time. Showing up late for class on a regular basis is a disruption to your fellow classmates and yourself. You will miss out on important information and class discussions therefore, resulting in a frustration and lower grades. 
5. Do NOT leave the classroom once class has started, unless it is an absolute emergency or you have notified me before class that you will be leaving. I will give you breaks during the evening to you use the restroom, get a drink of water, make a phone call, etc. 
6. Don’t cheat or plagiarize!  Academic dishonesty is something I take very seriously and will not tolerate. Anyone caught cheating or plagiarizing will automatically receive a failing grade for the course and will be referred to the dean for appropriate disciplinary action. For a detailed explanation of academic dishonesty, please see the undergraduate catalog. 
7. Don’t hesitate to ask questions!!  If you ask a question I can’t answer, I’ll find out the answer and get back to you.  
8. During discussions please respect different viewpoints; there is always more than one side.  Treat others’ views as you would want your own to be treated, with an open mind. Personal attacks on others will not be tolerated! 

9. Please do not be afraid to voice your opinion as we can all learn from seeing things through the experiences and opinions of others. These open discussions will be a large part of our learning environment this semester.
10. Be prepared for class each week! This includes looking over your syllabus, reading the material for class, bringing paper and some sort of writing utensil to take notes. There is no excuse for not being prepared for our class meetings. 
COURSE SCHEDULE
	Week 1
	Jan 13

	Chapter 1 – Courts, Crime and Controversy  
Chapter 2 – Law and Crime


	

	January 13-January 17 Late Registration and Add/Drop (Schedule Adjustment) 
	

	Week 2
	Jan 20

	Classes Dismissed – Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 

	

	January 21 “W” Withdrawal Period 
	

	Week 3
	Jan 27

	Chapter 3 – Federal Courts  

Chapter 4 – State Courts 

	

	Week 4
	Feb 3

	Exam # 1 – Chapters 1-4 

Feb 7 – Application for May Graduation Due 
	

	Week 5
	Feb 10

	Chapter 5 – The Dynamics of Courthouse Justice

	

	Week 6
	Feb 17

	Chapter 6 – Prosecutors 


	

	Week 7
	Feb 24

	Chapter 7– Defense Attorneys

Chapter 8 – Judges


	

	Week 8
	March 3

	Chapter 9 – Defendants and Victims 


March 5 – Mid-Semester
	

	Week 9 
	March 10 

	Exam #2 – Chapters 5-9 


	

	Week 10
	March 17

	Spring Break  - No Class
	

	
	

	Week 11
	March 24

	Chapter 10 – From Arrest and Bail through Arraignment 

Chapter 11 – Disclosing and Suppressing Evidence


	

	March 28 – Last Day to Drop a Full Semester Individual Course
	

	Week 12
	March 31

	Chapter 12 – Negotiated Justice and the Plea of Guilty  



	Week 13
	April 7

	Chapter 13 – Trials and Juries 


	

	Week 14
	April 14

	Exam #3 – Chapters 10-13


	

	Week 15
	April 21

	Chapter 14 – Sentencing Options 
Chapter 15 – Sentencing Decisions 
	

	
	

	Week 16
	April 28

	Review for Final

	

	Week 17
	May 5

	Final Exam Chapters 1 – 15

	


UNIVERSITY POLICIES
By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed below. Please read the full text of each policy by going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs and clicking on “Marshall University Policies.” 

· Academic Dishonesty



· Academic Probation and Suspension

· Excused Absence Policy for Undergraduates

· Academic Rights and Responsibilities of Students
· Computing Services Acceptable Use

· Affirmative Action
· Inclement Weather
· Sexual Harassment
· Dead Week

· Academic Forgiveness
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