Tropical Ecology: International 4 credits science course
 IST 481
Required Texts:  The Biology of Coral Reefs, Charles Sheppard, Simon Davy, and Graham Pilling.  2009  ISBN 978-0-19-856635-6 ~$44
The Reef Set: Reef Fish, Reef creature and Reef Coral (3 volumes) box set Paul Humann and Ned Deloach 2002 ISBN 1878348337 ~$75

First offered:  Spring 2006
Extra student Fee:  variable due to flight cost at booking and SCUBA certification, $3600
Time:  5pm to 9:20 Tuesday night, and scheduled presentations
Instructors: Tom Jones MU IST (fish, inverts, biomonitoring, birds) 
While in Bonaire instructors will include Dr. John Enz (plants, birds, and insects) Purpose:   
       The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with biota (plants and animals) and their relationships with the tropical environment.  We will concentrate on coral reef ecology.   Culture, history, and economics of Bonaire will also be covered by readings, lectures, and experience.
          There are four main components to the course: 
(1) lecture, which is based upon experiences of the course instructors, guest speakers, and readings assignments
(2) laboratory, which will center around an eight-day field experience in Bonaire 
(3) discussions, prior to and following the Bonaire experience, based upon readings in current tropical literature
(4) research paper/presentation, which will focus on specific items of the Bonaire experience and associated literature.
          In addition to tuition, a cost of  $3600 will be incurred with the Bonaire trip.  This cost will cover transportation, housing and breakfast buffet during the 2 week trip (May 10 to May 24).   
Class Attendance:  The spring break trip is mandatory.  In this course the instructors will require active participation of each student during each class meeting.  Class participation points and homework will only be accepted late, when accompanied with appropriate documentation.  By missing class you will not be able to participate in class discussions and the class will not benefit from your ideas and comments. If you are absent, you must contact the professor as soon as possible.

Lectures prior to leaving:
Bonaire history and cultures (supplemented with additional material while on island)
reef fishes

reef invertebrates other than coral

coral identification

tropical reptiles and amphibians

tropical birds and birding

tropical entomology/botany
coral reef ecology

eco-tourism
development verses preservation

SAFTEY FIRST!!!!

Travel and Field Experience are inherently more dangerous than classroom lecture.  You or some one else can be hurt by your actions!  If at any time you pose a threat to yourself or anyone else we will take the following steps:

1)  You will be notified by either Dr. Jones or another trip leader that your behavior is not acceptable and must be changed immediately. 

2) A second notice will result in a loss of privileges.

3) At third notice you will be transported to the nearest airport and sent home with no refund.  

Class Rules:

The following are a set of rules that you must agree to prior to traveling.

1) You must treat each other and everyone else with respect.

2) For your safety, you must listen and obey any professor on the trip. 

3)  No drugs or hard liquor (a limited amount of beer is acceptable, if you are of age).

4) If you are taking medication you must notify one of the instructors

5) No leaving the resort without my direct permission.

6) Do not walk paths at night by your self.

7) SHAKE OUT YOUR SHOES, scorpions are common.

8) No weapons permitted, not even dive knives or multi-tools

Requirements:




Assignments


Possible Points



Journal



100 pts




Identification Quiz

200 pts

Class Participation

400 pts




Paper



100 pts




Presentation


200 pts







Total:   1000 pts

There will be differing requirements for the various student classifications, non-major undergrad, COS undergrad, and graduate students. Undergraduates will complete a minimum of 2 pages per night while on the trip. Graduate students will complete two pages plus data handling from the small group projects while on the island.  Graduate students will be small group leaders while on the island.  Every small group will have a minimum of 1 non-major, 1 COS undergraduate, and 1 graduate student.  Graduate students will supervise small group projects on the island. Graduate students will be required to score a passing grade of 95% on identification quizzes, non-major will have to score an minimum of 80% and COS undergraduates will score a minimum of 85%.  All students will take the quizzes until they achieve a passing score.
Grading Scale:




90% - 100%  =  A




80% - 89%    =  B




70% - 79%    =  C




60% - 69%    =  D




Below 60%    = F

Students with Disabilities: The Marshall University H.E.L.P. Program is committed to providing assistance through individual tutoring, mentoring and support, as well as fair and legal access to educational opportunities for students diagnosed with Learning Disabilities (LD) and related disorders such as ADD/ADHD.  If you have, or believe you may have, a handicap or learning disability that will make it difficult for you to complete this course as structured, please contact the H.E.L.P. office in Myers Hall at 696-6252 (http://www.marshall.edu/help/).  The H.E.L.P. program will assess your situation and provide information designed to help me meet your educational needs. 

Policy on Academic Dishonesty:  I take cheating very seriously.  I will follow the student handbook on definitions and actions precisely.
$2000 per person with 6 in 3 bedroom apt.

Package deal from Buddy’s Dive Resort
Package includes

14 days - 13 nights in a fully equipped apartment 

14 days rental vehicle (double cabin pick-up truck or van) 

13 days of unlimited air fills plus 6 two tank boat dives 

American style breakfast buffet daily 

Airport transfers 

All Government Taxes

$25 per person transportation fee to/from airport and trip supplies ie batteries  for dive lights

$25 national marine park fee
$300 advisor trip fee

$100 supplies during trip
Add-ons

$330

PADI open water certification

Unknowns
~$1,000
Exact flight costs will vary until we pay for the tickets.  
