SEMESTER:

Spring 2015
TIME:

10:00-10:50 a.m.  MWF  [SEC 202]
LOCATION:

Science Room 277
COURSE:

PHYSICS 203  (Lecture) – 3 cr. hrs.
PREREQUISITES:
Physics 201 & Physics 202 & Co-requisite Physics 204
INSTRUCTOR:
Dr. Nicola Orsini
OFFICE:

Science 251 – Ph: 696-2756
OFFICE HOURS:
MW 3:00-5:00 & F 3:00-4:00
eMAIL:

orsini@marshall.edu
TEXT:

College Physics by Hugh D. Young; 9th ed.

The text comes with a study guide available at the bookstore.  It contains


summaries and many samples of solved problems

COURSE CONTENT:

The course is an introduction to the topics of Electromagnetism (Chapters 17-23)


and Light (Chapters 24-26).  There will be few omissions throughout the chapters,

which will be announced in class.  Selected topics from chapters 27 to 30

(Modern Physics) will also be discussed.  As well as understanding and learning


concepts, you will need to develop skills in solving problems, this requires lots of


practice.
LEARNING OUTCOMES:


This course is the second half of a one-year introductory course in physics that uses algebra and 
trigonometry but not calculus.  It is designed for students having their main interest in biology, 
chemistry, (pre)professional, architecture, technology, or the earth and environmental sciences.


At the end of this course the student should be able to apply physics to solve simple problems in 
electromagnetism, light and modern physics.

HOW TO STUDY:


This is a difficult question to answer.  Let me offer some suggestions:


1.
Maintain a positive attitude throughout the course, keeping in mind that physics is the 


most fundamental of all natural sciences.


2.
Assign at least 6 hrs/wk study time (these must be quality hours).


3.
Do the homework and use the instructor’s office hours for help.


4.
Do not cram before exams.  Always keep up with the instructor.


5.
Be an active listener in class.  Ask questions when the subject is not clear.


6.
You learn more by doing.  So, when solving a problem try on your own without help first 

then get help if you cannot solve it.



Practice!

Practice!

Practice!

Practice!





   GOOD LUCK
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ATTENDANCE & GRADING POLICY:


Attendance will be kept.  At the instructor’s discretion, six or more unexcused absences will result in a reduction of your final grade by one letter grade.  You will be responsible for what is said in class and examinations must be taken on the scheduled dates unless a valid excused absence* such as sickness, etc., occurs.  Please let the instructor know if you know ahead of time you will have to be absent.  In the event that an absence is justified, a missed exam score will be added to the final exam score, thus the final exam total points would be 250 points.  As soon as you return from an excused absence you must notify the instructor to make arrangements to make up any missed work.  Failure to do so will result in receiving a zero for that work.
*An excused absence generally requires a written excuse from another source (Physician, etc.).
GRADING:
Your semester grade will consist of the following components:


Three one hour tests




300 pts.

Final examination-comprehensive


150 pts.


Homework (counts for 10% of total grade)
  50 pts.





TOTAL

500 pts.
Dates for the tests will be announced one week before the tests are given.  The structure of the hour examinations will be as follows (in general).


Straight forward problems 



80%


Multi-step problems




20%

When solving problems, you must show your work.  Your grade will mainly be based on the proper logic applied in solving the problem.  I will give partial credit if you show your work.

For your homework the grade will be based on the successful completion of the problem.  Again show your work—answers without supporting documentation will be given a grade of zero.  Each work assignment will be worth 10 points (partial credit will be given).

I will assign homework problems at the completion of each chapter.  I will collect only selected ones for grade.  The problems will be due one week after they are assigned unless told differently.  You will perform much better on the exams if you do all of the assigned problems.  I will not accept late assignments.
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GRADING SCALE FOR SEMESTER:

(Approximate but no boundaries will be above these levels—i.e. 85 is an assured “A.”)




         > 85

A




75-84

B





60-74

C





50-59

D




         < 50

F
Note:
The final exam will be held on Monday, Monday, May 4th, 10:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
It will cover material from the entire semester.  For the final exam only, you will 
be allowed to bring one sheet of paper with anything written on it you wish except 
for solved problems and drawings (8-1/2 X 11 on both sides).  I reserve the right to 
inspect your sheet.
No programmable calculator will be allowed while taking any exams.  Make 

arrangements before taking the exam to have a simpler calculator.
All cell phones must be turned off and out of sight when in class.

Policy for Students with Disabilities: Marshall University is committed to equal opportunity in education for all students, including those with physical, learning and psychological disabilities.  University policy states that it is the responsibility of students with disabilities to contact the Office of Disabled Student Services (DSS) in Prichard Hall 117, phone 304 696-2271 to provide documentation of their disability.  Following this, the DSS Coordinator will send a letter to each of the student’s instructors outlining the academic accommodation he/she will need to ensure equality in classroom experiences, outside assignment, testing and grading.  The instructor and student will meet to discuss how the accommodation(s) requested will be provided.  For more information, please visit http://www.marshall.edu/disabled or contact Disabled Student Services Office at Prichard Hall 11, phone 304-696-2271.
