[bookmark: _GoBack]SYLLABUS FOR PHYSICS 201-201 – GENERAL PHYSICS
Term: Spring 2012
Location: S277
Time: TR 9:30-10:45 am
Text: College Physics (w/Mastering Physics Access Card) 9th ed., author: Hugh Young, ISBN: 9780321749802

Instructor 
Thomas E. Wilson, Ph.D. 
Office: S153 
Lab: S154 
Phone: (304) 696-2752 
E-mail: wilsont@marshall.edu



Office Hours 
Tentatively scheduled on MWF from 3-4 PM (verification to be announced in class as soon as possible)
If you are unable to make these times, I am happy to meet with you at any time.  You are free to come by my office or lab, but your chances of finding me are better if you make an appointment. 

Overview 
My lectures will in general not be a repeat of your book but they will be complementary to the book. I will stress the concepts and I will make you see beyond the equations, beyond the concepts. I will try to show you whether you like it or not, that physics is beautiful and you might even start to like it. I suggest you do not slip up, not even one day, as PHY201 is not easy. We have new concepts every week and before you know you may be too far behind. 
The topics we shall cover will include elementary surveys of classical mechanics, thermodynamics, and wave phenomena. 
Attendance 
Attendance of all class meetings is expected, but allowance will be made for extenuating circumstances. Students are responsible for material presented in lecture, whether they are in attendance or not. Students are expected to be on-time and present for all class meetings. Excused absences will also be granted for documented cases for illness or other reasons deemed acceptable by the Office of the Dean of Students (ODS). No excused absences will be given without documentation transmitted from the ODS.  


University-Wide Policies: These include policies regarding:
1.      Academic Dishonesty
2.      Excused Absence Policy for Undergraduates
3.      University Computing Service Acceptable Use
4.      Inclement Weather
5.      Dead Week
6.      Students with Disabilities
7.      Academic Dismissal
8.      Academic Forgiveness
9.      Academic Probation and Suspension
10.   Academic Rights and Responsibilities of Students
11.   Affirmative Action
12.   Sexual Harassment

The University Policies are discussed at: http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802.
Required Materials (Please read carefully)
College Physics (w/Mastering Physics Access Card) 9th ed., author: Hugh Young, ISBN: 9780321749802. In addition to the text and MasteringPhysics Access Card, you will also need to purchase EITHER (1) a Response Card RFC-03 (LCD) ‘clicker’ from the bookstore OR, (2) if you have an internet-equipped mobile device (notebook, tablet, iPhone, Android, etc.) a ResponseWare Annual License ($15.00) available at: https://store.turningtechnologies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=Prducts (use “mar1” for the school code). The RFC-03 may also be directly purchased there. For case (2), you will also need to download the “ResponseWare” app onto your mobile device. All of our clicker sessions will use the same Session ID: “DRWILSON”.
  
Lecture
I will cover in sequence, the content of chapter 1-14. In my lectures, I will nearly always use the whiteboard and Peer Instruction (PI) clicker questions designed to elicit an understanding of the concepts that are considered. I also hope, depending upon equipment availability, to perform demonstrations.


For such PI sessions, you will answer the question individually (answers are anonymous from the class perspective) using your clicker and at the end of the timed period, and a bar chart will be displayed with the class distribution. If the problem distribution is not highly centered on the correct answer, then I may give some hints, and will again pose the same question. For the 2nd such attempt, you should discuss the problem with your peers (limited to 2 or 3 others seated nearby), and then respond. These “Peer Instruction (or PI)” questions are designed to probe and elicit a deeper understanding of the physical concepts via discussions with your peers. The last submitted answer will count towards your grade. To encourage attendance and participation, the minimum score for all submitted PI responses will be 70% - however, if you miss class, then you will receive a 0%. In order to do well with the PI sessions, it will be very important that you thoroughly read the lecture material prior to lecture. PI scores will be uploaded weekly to the Blackboard course gradebook.
Homework 
In general, there will be weekly MasteringPhysics (MP) homework assignments with firm due dates. Solutions will be made available after the due date. You will need to register at: http://www.masteringphysics.com/site/register/new-students.html using your purchased access code, and our specific course ID: MPWILSON48166. It is expected that students will discuss homework to a certain extent with each other, but completed MP homework (more below) should be one’s own work; otherwise, one’s test scores may suffer. Student MP scores will be viewable at the MP web site listed above, and NOT at the Blackboard course site.
Exams 
There will be three in-class closed-book exams and a comprehensive final examination. Relevant equations will, in most cases, be provided. The dates for the exams are as follows. 
Exam 1:  Tuesday, February 7th 
Exam 2:  Tuesday, March 6th 
Exam 3:  Tuesday, April 10th
Final Comprehensive (MasteringPhysics-based) Exam: Tuesday, May 1st., 8:00-10:00 am in the Corbly Hall computer labs in rooms 330/332.
Note: Without an excused absence from the Dean of Students Office, a missed exam will count as a zero.

Grades 
Grades (thresholds: A 90%, B 80%, C 70%, D 60%) for the course will be determined according to the following component percentages: 
MasteringPhysics Assignments: 10%*
PI (clicker) Sessions: 10%* 
In-Class Exams (3) 20% 
Final Comprehensive Exam 20%

*The weighting of the MasteringPhysics and PI Sessions may vary depending upon unforeseen software/hardware issues that may occur.
